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Construction of the 
new North Taranaki 
Visitor Centre on 
Taranaki Maunga in Te 
Papakura o Taranaki 
continues to make 
g o o d  p ro g r e s s , 
marking an important 
milestone in a project 
that will provide a 
lasting benefit for both 
local communities and 
visitors to our region. 
Led by Te Kotahitanga 
o Te Atiawa in 
partnership with MBIE 
K noa and Te Papa 
Atawhai Department of Conservation, the project represents a shared commitment to enhancing visitor 
experiences while respecting the cultural, environmental and historical significance of Taranaki Maunga.
Over recent months, significant progress has been made on the structure, roofing and exterior works, and the 
building is now clearly visible from several points along Egmont Road. Window installation and weatherproofing 
works are progressing, with internal construction activities also beginning.
Once completed, the centre will provide modern visitor amenities, interpretation, and information services, helping 
people connect with the history, environment, and cultural significance of Taranaki Maunga. The facility will also 
continue to support important operational functions, including search and rescue activities and visitor safety 
services. The project has provided ongoing opportunities for local contractors, suppliers and tradespeople, 
showcasing the skills and expertise available within our region while contributing to the local economy.
As construction continues, Te Kotahitanga o Te Atiawa looks forward to sharing further updates with the 
community and celebrating the completion of a facility that will serve residents, manuhiri and future generations for 
many years to come.

           North Taranaki  Visitor Centre Taking Shape (Gina Blackburn)

Page 2 Moa Mail

Points and views expressed in 
this paper are not necessarily 
the views of the Inglewood 
Development Trust

Editors Comments

Inglewood 
Information Centre
Fun Ho! Toys and 

Moa Mail 
25 Rata Street

Phone: 7567030 
Email: 

moamail@funho.com

Office Hours
Mon-Fri 10.00am -

4.00pm
Sat-Sun and Public 
Holidays 10.00am -

2.00pm
Services and For Sale

Printing/Copying/
Booklets

Laminating/Stapling
Local Artist Image Blocks
Fun Ho! Toys/Souvenirs

Brochures/Cards
Fun Ho! T-Shirts

Intercity Bookings
Streets Ice Creams

RSA Subs and Badges

Support is a small word with a big impact. 

neighbours, strengthening livelihoods, and keeping our town 
vibrant. 
Our clubs and groups also rely on this same spirit of support. They 
give us places to gather, learn, play, and belong. Many are run by 
volunteers who give their time so others can benefit. By joining in, 
lending a hand, or simply showing up, we help these clubs stay alive 
and continue enriching our community.
Events like Daffodil Day remind us why support matters. The 

Cancer touches families everywhere, including ours. When we 
donate, volunteer, or wear a daffodil, we stand beside those facing 
difficult journeys and show that no one faces them alone.

Karen Moratti
Golf News (Debbie Oulsnam)

On Sunday 20th July, ten 
pairs turned out for the 
Gray Cup Canadian 
Foursomes Competition.
The Winners with a nett 
63 were Des and 
Heather Jane with 
Runners Up: Chris and 
Patricia Smith
This was followed by a 
delicious lunch as always! 

Right: Des and 
Heather Jane
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Support Your Local Club (Nicole Moratti)

Inglewood Community Board 
Draft Plan (Rebecca Dearden)

The highlight of the month at the 
Inglewood Club was our annual Club 
Championships, held on Saturday 25th 
July. It was a fantastic day of competitive 
bowls, darts, pool, and snooker, with 
members enjoying some closely 
contested matches and a great 

atmosphere throughout the club. Congratulations to all of 
our Club Champions, runners-up, and everyone who took 
part. The championships showcased the talent, 
determination, and sportsmanship within our club, and we 
are proud of everyone who helped make the event such a 
success. Be sure to take a look at the accompanying photo, 
beautifully captured by Roger Hurley, which highlight the action and celebrate the achievements of our players. 
We also recently held our Annual General Meeting, marking the start of another year for the club. 
Thank you to everyone who attended and contributed to the meeting. Membership subscriptions will remain 
unchanged for the coming season, ensuring the club continues to offer great value for all members.
Looking ahead, the committee is exploring several new fundraising opportunities to help support the club and 
continue improving our facilities and activities. We encourage all members and our community to get involved and 
support these events when they are announced.
A big thank you to all of our members, volunteers, sponsors, and supporters for your on going commitment. 
We look forward to another successful year at the Inglewood Club.  Our community, Our People!  

T h e  I n g l e w o o d 

Community Board Plan 
2026 2029 is now open 

to share their views before midday on 12 August.
The draft plan sets out a vision for our community: 

focuses on four key 
a r e a s  s h a p i n g 

Q u a l i t y 
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 
Connectivity, Rural 
and Urban Planning, 
and Resilience and 
Sustainability. These 

priorities reflect what matters most to our 
communities: safe roads and facilities, stronger walking and access links, coordinated rural urban development, and 
practical steps to build local capability and environmental resilience.
A hard copy of the draft plan is available to view at the Inglewood Library and Service Centre (library copies cannot 
be taken away). You can also complete a paper consultation survey at the library.

year plan 
Term Plan early engagement survey - you may complete this if you wish 

survey. Your feedback is essential in shaping the final plan. We encourage everyone across the K hanga Moa Ward 
to take part.

Above: Graham Wellington caught in action 
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(Barbara Kuriger)

As I write from the 

New Zealand. Australia 
and the Pacific, my 
tho ught s tu rn  t o 
democracy. 
Democracy,  broadly 
defined as a system of 
governance where power 
rests with the people, 
continues to be a 
cornerstone of political 
life in many countries 
around the world. In 

g l o b a l  l a n d s c a p e , 
democracy faces both 
new opportunities and 
significant challenges. The 
r i s e  o f  d i g i t a l 
technologies, the spread 
of social media, and 
i n c r e a s i n g l y 
interconnected societies have reshaped how citizens participate in democratic processes. While these innovations 
have made information more accessible and enhanced opportunities for civic engagement, they have also 
introduced vulnerabilities such as misinformation, polarization, and threats to electoral integrity. 
Globally, democracy is being tested by political instability, economic inequality, and the resurgence of authoritarian 

tendencies in some regions. Countries such as the United 
States, India, and parts of Europe have experienced debates 
about the strength and resilience of their democratic 
institutions. Issues like voter suppression, political 
corruption, and the erosion of civil liberties challenge the 
core values of democracy and prompt discussions about 
reform and renewal. Yet, in many places, grassroots 
movements and civil society organisations continue to 
advocate for transparency, accountability, and inclusive 
participation, showing that democracy remains a dynamic 
and evolving ideal. 
New Zealand stands out as a vibrant example of democracy 

principles of fairness and representation, has earned 
international respect for its transparency and responsiveness. 
This must be protected at all times. 

serves as a model for balancing tradition with innovation. 

communities and to protect civil liberties in the face of new 
challenges underscores the enduring relevance of democratic 
ideals. As the world navigates complex issues from climate 

experience offers valuable lessons in resilience, adaptability, 
and the importance of maintaining a government accountable 
to its people. 

Page 5Issue 420

Left: Joe Gibbs Reserve replanting project aims to increase the 
amount of urban native forest  

Knight Shines On and Off Stage (Nicola Knight)

On Saturday, 25th July, the ICN New Zealand North 
Island Classic was held in Palmerston North, where 
local athlete Mary-Jane Knight competed in the Bikini 
Division.
After considering entering for the past one to two 
years, Mary-Jane finally committed to the competition 
in May. About a month before the event, she came to 
her mum and asked if a custom competition bikini 
could be made. With time running short, it became a 
whirlwind of sourcing the pattern and materials before 
carefully hand-rhinestoning the bikini so it would be 
ready for the big day.
Mary-Jane's hard work, discipline, and unwavering 
dedication paid off. She entered four classes: 
Newcomer, Novice, 23 and Under, and Open. 
Going into the competition with no expectations and 
simply wanting to enjoy the experience, she achieved 
the remarkable feat of winning first place in all four 
classes.
She then went on to be crowned the Overall Bikini 
Division Champion. To top off an outstanding day, 
Mary-Jane also received the Coaching Award, having 
prepared and coached herself throughout her journey. 
She was then offered, and proudly accepted, her ICN 
Pro Qualification, earning the opportunity to compete 
against professional athletes.
Mary-Jane set herself a goal, committed 
wholeheartedly, and achieved the results she imagined. 
Her determination, resilience, and humble attitude have 
made this achievement even more special and an incredibly rewarding experience.
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      Community Organisations Receive Lions Donations (Wendy Otene)

Another busy fortnight at 

our own version of the 
Commonwealth Games, bringing 

plenty of laughter and fun to the home. Residents 
have eagerly joined in with all the quirky games 

carton ping pong to 
beanbag toss to Cornhole. Many have also loved 
watching the official Games on television and 
cheering on New Zealand as the medals roll in.
We aim to play a game or two each day while the 

ceremony where, of course, everyone will be a 
winner. A big thank you to Paula and Bee for 
helping bring this event together.
Entertainment continues to be a highlight, with 
some great tunes keeping spirits high. Thank you 
to all who come in to perform for us.
Day Stay and Meals on Wheels are still running as 

like more information about either service.

Commonwealth Games at Marinoto (Lyn Swete)

please complete the form in this moa mail (page 14) or go along to funho and complete an order form 
there. 
On Monday 27th July we had the privilege of giving three organisations $3000 each from our Annual 
Book Fair. We had Julia Kuriger and Julia McNeil from Take them A Meal, Helen Belchamber and 

Daniel Carberry from Inglewood Community and Food Hub and Andy Anderson and Dale Spurdle from Inglewood 
Food Bank, all great organisations who do amazing things in our community. 
If you would like to join Lions or come along to take a look at what we do please contact Wendy on 0272666307 
or Rob on 0276888819

Above: Daniel Carberry, Helen Belchamber, Julia McNeil, Julia Kuriger, President Rob Bishop, Dale Spurdle and Andy Anderson 

Above: Residents enjoying a game of quoits
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Making Sport Fresh Again
(Sienna Park)

What started as an idea between four students has 
grown into a business with a purpose: Natura Co. 
As part of the Young Enterprise Scheme (YES), 
our team has created an environmentally 
conscious product designed to tackle a problem 
many athletes know all too well: smelly sports 
shoes! 
Our product is a shoe deodorising pouch made 
from recycled PE sports gear. Instead of letting old 
or unwanted sports clothing go to waste, we are 
giving it a new purpose by turning it into 
something useful for athletes. Each pouch contains 
a natural combination of baking soda, activated charcoal, dried herbs and essential oils to help absorb moisture and 
unpleasant odours from sports shoes. 
Sustainability is an important part of Natura Co. We wanted to create a product that connects with the sporting 
community while also reducing waste. By repurposing old PE sports gear, we are Our team consists of Elliotte as 
CEO, Poppy as Communications and Marketing Manager, Sophia as Production Manager, and Sienna as Finance 
Manager. Through YES, we have been able to experience what it is really like to run a business. 
Giving back is also an important part of Natura Co. We have committed to donating 10% of our profits to 
Everykid, supporting children and young people in our community. 

and community into one simple product. Being part of YES has given us the opportunity to turn an idea into a real 
business and develop skills that we can carry into the future. We are excited to continue growing Natura Co. and 
sharing our product. Our Instagram is NaturaCo. Natura Co - Making sport fresh again

Above: The Natura Co team Sienna Park, Poppy Hastie, 
Sophia Gates and Elliotte Hitchcock 



Page 9Issue 420

Bird Flu Protocols
(Greg Hall BVSc)

Bird Flu (H5N1) is spreading 
around the world and can affect wild birds, 
seabirds, waterfowl and some mammals. Early 
reporting helps protect wildlife, pets, livestock and 
our communities.
The Team at Energy Vets are still seeing injured 
wild birds at this time, but please give us a call 
before you bring them to the clinic. Once here, 
stay in your car and call us so that we can then 
triage it. Any sick wild birds please do not move 
them from their location and call MPI.
If you have your own birds that are sick or injured 
please call our clinic to make an appointment. 
Please stay in your car and call us to inform us of 
your arrival and we will have a vet come out to 
you to triage them.
HPAI H5N1 (H5 high pathogenicity avian influenza) 
has a low 
human health 
risk, however it 
can be spread 
t o  t h o s e 
working closely 
with sick birds. 
Dogs and cats 
c a n  a l s o 
contract the 
disease so it is a 
good idea to 
limit exposure 
to sick wild 
birds where possible. If you come across any groups of sick or dead birds, please keep your distance and report 
them to MPI's Exotic Pet and Disease Hotline on 0800 80 99 66.  For more information including MPI latest 
updates please visit our website or facebook page.
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DAFFODIL DAY
HAPPENING HERE IN INGLEWOOD

FRIDAY 28 AUGUST 2026
STALL OUTSIDE FUN HO! TOY MUSEUM

AND
RAFFLES  TABLE OUTSIDE INGLEWOOD NEW WORLD
Items for the Stall are needed baking, preserves, plants, knitting

Also needed - items required for the raffles 
Items can be dropped off at Fun Ho! Toys or to McDonald Real Estate 

It could be you, a loved one, a neighbour or a work colleague

the biggest and the best ever

Garden Clues with Sue

August can be a 
f r u s t r a t i n g 
mo nt h  f o r 

gardeners. One day the sun is shining and 
you're full of enthusiasm, the next it's 
cold, wet and muddy! But with spring just 
around the corner, there's plenty to keep 
us busy.
The vegetable garden is calling. Prepare 
beds with compost, remove weeds 
before they seed, and start planting early 

potatoes, onions, peas, broad beans and hardy greens if your soil is 
workable. A little effort now will reward you with healthy spring growth. 
It's also an important month for fruit trees. Before buds burst, apply a 
winter clean-up spray such as lime sulphur or copper where appropriate 
to help reduce fungal diseases and overwintering pests. Always read the 
label carefully and choose a calm, dry day for spraying. Don't forget to 

remove any mummified fruit still hanging in the tree or lying on the ground, as these can harbour disease. The 
busiest gardening season is nearly here, so spending a few hours outdoors now will put your garden in great shape 
for the exciting months ahead. Happy gardening!

31st August
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Family History Month (Mary Boekman)

Community group Climate Justice Taranaki is excited to 
organise three election debates in the lead-up to the 
general election in November where local candidates will 
face the burning questions on climate policy, the 
environment and social justice. Aspiring MPs will have the 
opportunity to convince us voters how their policies will 
address the climate crisis in what we are hoping will be a 
lively and vigorous but fair and just discussion. Events in 
New Plymouth, Inglewood and H wera ensure that we 
cover all four Taranaki electorates.
In Inglewood, sitting MP Barbara Kuriger (National Party) 
will face her challenger David Pattemore (Labour Party). 
The Taranaki-King Country electorate has been a safe seat 
for National since it was established in 1996. Is 2026 the 
year of change? Farming will be front and center at this 
debate. Barbara has a dairy farming background while 
David has a PhD in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology and 
spent 15 years as a crop pollination scientist at Plant and 
Food Research. Who has the solutions to bring down our 
agricultural emissions?

Climate Debate (Urs Signer)

August is Family History Month, celebrated by 

Zealand, with exhibitions, events and get-togethers 
to demonstrate what we do. How we rummage with 
various skills through the archives, stories and 
colourful byways of social history to trace the lives of 
our - and your - ancestors. It can be a solo effort, or 
a group one: here in Inglewood the Family History 
Group gathering is a social affair: we meet Mondays 
and Thursdays in the Library and exchange news and 
views on the latest challenges, and welcome our 
visitors with new ones. 

and conundrums which need patience, lateral thinking 
and puzzle-solving. There are the surprises (not so 
uncommon, actually) where we find for example that 
the great-grandpa of a respectable family seems to 
have not been the actual father of the grandson, but 
the neighbour over the fence has a prior claim. 

who turns out to be your first cousin once removed, 

So many skeletons in the linen closets of Victorian 
houses!
Family History needs lists of names and dates to 
make sense of the passing centuries, but most of all 
its about stories. Pioneer tales; how your great uncle 
performed in the Great War; how your great-great 
aunt fought for the vote; what happened to your gold
-hunting ancestor who disappeared into the Victoria outback, never to be seen again, until he reappeared, dying, in 

Above: Mary Boekman hard at work researching

Inglewood Division recently played for the King 
Cup in Triples. Winners of the night with 3 wins 
one draw were the King family team of Fred King, Noel King 
and Rose King.

Indoor Bowls Results  (Bryan Whittaker)

Page 12 Moa Mail

We had another great turnout for our Inglewood After 5 
which was held at Caffe Windsor.
Thank you to Munish and Diksha Joshi for hosting this 
evening.
After they delivered a delicious and generous 
smorgasbord spread, we got to hear about there journey 
to Inglewood in 2022.

passion for food and Diksha's six years in customer 
service and management and a passion for people, Caffe 
Windsor was the perfect place for them to buy.
Over the past 3 years in business they have received a lot 
of support by their lovely staff and our community, they 
have never looked backed.
They are now open seven days and have just recently 
started opening on Friday and Saturday nights. On these nights they offer different deals;  you do need to book in 
though if you want this amazing deal and meal. (You can order off the main menu if you prefer.) To see what meals 
they offer each week, make sure you like their Facebook page.
Our August IA5 is at the TET Stadium. Keep an eye out in the next Moa Mail for more details on this.

Above: Munish and Diksha Joshi

Above: Fred, Noel and Rose King

Rainfall July 2026
(Mary Boekman/Alan Armitage)

Rainfall for July 2026:   245.5 mm
Rainfall for July 2025:      480   mm
No of Rain days for July 2026:     12
No of Rain days for July 2025:        15
Total rainfall so far for 2026:   1173 mm
Total rainfall for 2025:    2663.5 mm

July IA5 (Nicky Kuklinski)

Above: Margaret Brown, Leonie Soffe, Kayvon Smart and Pauline Stachurski enjoying Caffe Windsor hospitality

A fun night was enjoyed at Lifegate in July, featuring all 
things Mexican, including 
flags and bunting etc.   Our 
special guests, wearing FIFA 
World Cup tee shirts, 
were Zuri and Belem, from 
the leadership team at the 
church in Mexico City, 
where our new pastors, 
Bob and Shona Barnard 
were formerly based until 
March of this year.   There 
was  Mex i can  fo od , 
prepared by Shona and her 
team, with even a bit of 
early taste testing by Zuri, 
to vouch for the authenticity. Activities included singing, with some valiant 
attempts at Spanish, which of course was no problem for Bob, Shona, Zuri 
and Belem. A competition to find the best sound of a particular Mexican 
saying was hilarious and the Mexican Trivia Quiz was hotly contested by 
groups around the various tables, which were adorned with red, white and 
green tablecloths for the occasion. No Mexican Fiesta would be complete 
without a Pinata that the children took turns to attack, until the sweet treats 
fell from it, leading to a mad scramble of course.   A great night !!! 
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Lifegate Mexican Night (Carolyn Biesiek)

Above: Zuri and Belem from Mexico City
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and Coming 
Events
Please advise of your 
event
7567030 
moamail@funho.com

Lions Fertilizer Drive
Deliveries Sat 8th August
Order form below

Fritz Reuter Gallery
*New Exhibition* 
Gallery Space 1:
Inglewood Primary School 

Gallery Space 2: 
1876 Fritz Reuter 
Celebrating 150 Years 
Final Days
Inside Fun Ho! Toy 
Museum

Taranaki Election Debate
Tues 11th August
6pm
Town Hall

Group

Fri 14th August 
10.00am to 12 noon.

Kaimata Peace Memorial 
Church 
Prayers for Peace 
Sat 15th August
10.00am

Joe Gibbs Reserve 
Public Planting Day
Sat 22nd August
10am

Daffodil Day
Fri 28th August
Stalls and Raffles 
Outside Fun Ho! And 
New World

Inglewood Primary School
150 Years Celebration
23rd and 24th October
Inglewood Primary School
See Page 9 Advert

Ebenezer Baptist Church 
Meeting Sundays 12.00pm in the 

United Church building on Brown Street

begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him, 

John 3:16

027 288 8024

Moa Mail

Regular    
Events
Free Meals 

Every Wednesday 
5.00pm to 5.30pm

Inglewood Business 
Group
Fern Lodge
Every Third Wednesday 
7pm

Family History Group
Meetings - Inglewood 
Library
Monday and Thursday

Merv The Handyman
Looks At All Jobs
Fencing and Decking

New Guttering
Guttering Cleaning/Repairs

Small Plumbing Jobs
Pruning of Trees
Concrete Jobs
Landscaping

Facebook - Merv The Handyman
Also Available Mulcher 

Wood Splitter
Two Ton Tip Truck, which comes with Two 

Awesome Guys

Merv 027 481 1882 

SACRED HEART
PARISH  

INGLEWOOD

MASS TIMES

Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 10.00am
Saturday 9.00am
(Every 1st, 3rd & 5th

Saturday)
Sunday 10.30am

Everyone 
Welcome
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**ADVERTISE IN YOUR 
LOCAL COMMUNITY MAGAZINE **

Reach your customers right where they live
 Affordable local advertising

 Strong community readership
 Great for brand visibility and repeat     

business
Support Local. Be Seen. Stay Connected.

*Contact the team for Advertising rates*
moamail@funho.com

Moa Mail
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