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A Century of Memories For Peggy
July 17th was a very special celebration in the Topping 

th Birthday.
Peggy was born Peggy Bennett to Albert (Berty) and 
Edith (nee Yeates), the fourth of eight children: five 
girls and three boys.
She recalls in her early school days attending 
Inglewood Primary School when it was located on 
Rata Street, where the old Scout hall was located.
Her family lived on a farm on Lepper road then, 2 ½ 
miles from school, So it took a while to get to school 
by bike (and even longer if they developed a flat 
tyre). She remembers the first day also, when she 
attended the 
Secondary school was completed by correspondence 
as there was no high school in Inglewood at that 
time, and the Stratford High School was too hard to 
get to.
Growing up on a farm, she learned early what 
responsibility meant. When her eldest brother Cecil 
went off to war, she stepped in to help. 
She recalls It was during these years that she began 
wearing trousers, in the day a signal of the changing 
times and roles of women. When war reached its peak a call was put out in case of a Japanese invasion and she 
joined the VAD: Voluntary Aid Detachment, training in Hawera for practical experience of first aid and home 
nursing experience. 
The intended base for the hospital was the old army barracks on the Mountain. She loved the work and said she 
wanted to stay in Hawera, but duty called her home to the farm, where her family needed her. The invasion never 
happened, and the barracks never became a hospital; however, the Red Cross flags were still ready just in case. 
Continued on Page 4

Above:  Peggy with her special birthday cards
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this paper are not necessarily 
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Editors Comments
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Fun Ho! Toys and 

Moa Mail 
25 Rata Street

Phone: 7567030 
Email: 

moamail@funho.com

Office Hours
Mon-Fri 10.00am -

4.00pm
Sat-Sun and Public 
Holidays 10.00am -

2.00pm
Services and For Sale

Printing/Copying/
Booklets

Laminating/Stapling
Local Artist Image Blocks
Fun Ho! Toys/Souvenirs

Brochures/Cards
Fun Ho! T-Shirts
Intercity Bookings
Streets Ice Creams

RSA Subs and Badges

A lot can happen in a hundred years, and Peggy Topping is living proof, as she recalls 
in this issue of Moa Mail. 
Her stories prompted me to trawl through an online timeline of events from a 

resist sharing.
Famous English daredevil Bobby Leach: the second person to survive going over 
Niagara Falls in a barrel, met his match in Auckland when he slipped on an orange 
peel during a publicity tour. Sadly his leg became infected, and he died of gangrene.  

Now that is what you would call bad luck!      Karen Moratti
Inglewood vs Waverley (Debbie Oulsnam)

On Friday 10th July, 36 hardy players braved the cold, 
windy conditions at Inglewood for our annual interclub battle.
After Waverley took out the honours on their home course last year it was 
Inglewoods turn to win on their home course this year. Looking forward to the 
return visit to Waverley next year. The day was finished with a lovely lunch supplied 
by our members.

Above: Inglewood: the prettiest golf course in Taranaki
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Garden Clues 
with Sue

July is often thought of as a quiet month in the 
garden, but it's actually one of the best times to get 
everything ready for a beautiful spring. A little effort 
now will make all the difference in the months 
ahead.
Before you start pruning, take a few minutes to 
check your tools. Clean secateurs, loppers and 
pruning saws after each use, removing any sap and 
rust. Most gardeners can sharpen their own 
secateurs with a sharpening stone or fine file, but if 
they're badly worn or you've never sharpened them 
before, a professional sharpening service is well 
worth the investment. Sharp tools make cleaner 
cuts, which means healthier plants.
Now is the perfect time to prune your roses. 
Remove any dead, damaged or crossing branches 
first, then cut healthy stems back to an outward-
facing bud. This opens up the centre of the bush, 
allowing better airflow and helping to reduce 
disease while encouraging strong new growth.
When you've finished, gather up all the prunings and old leaves from around your roses, as they can harbour pests 
and diseases over winter. Finish by applying a winter spray and giving the soil a generous helping of compost or well 
rotted manure. Your roses will certainly thank you with an abundance of beautiful blooms come spring. Happy 
Gardening!

Merv The Handyman
Looks At All Jobs
Fencing and Decking

New Guttering
Guttering Cleaning/Repairs

Small Plumbing Jobs
Pruning of Trees
Concrete Jobs
Landscaping

Facebook - Merv The Handyman
Also Available Mulcher 

Wood Splitter
Two Ton Tip Truck, which comes with Two 

Awesome Guys

Merv 027 481 1882 

To finish the term and to celebrate Puanga, Waitoriki 
students and staff prepared a h ng  to share with their 
community.
Taranaki celebrates Puanga because rugged local terrain and 

low eastern horizons block the clear view of the Matariki star cluster. 
Instead, local iwi look to Puanga: the brightest star in the Orion 
constellation (known in English as Rigel) as their primary celestial 
marker for the M ori New Year.
The day before, students worked preparing the food while some helped 
the principal dig the h ng  pit.
At 6.00am the fire was started with some help from some students who 
were keen early risers. Before the h ng  was lifted the tamariki gave a 
great kapa haka performance for everyone
Senior students then helped with the lifting at 1.30pm and the delicious 
food was shared with family and friends.

Celebrating Puanga (Waitoriki School)

Above: Keen Students helping to prepare the 
h ng
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(Who)

Continued from page 

For 18 years of her working 
life Peggy was employed at 
the Underwood factory 
sewing canvas for the 
furniture. She enjoyed the 
work and sewing and 
crocheting are still part of 
her spare time today, along 
with her beloved garden that 
she loves to spend time in. 
Over the years her family 
has grown ten-fold. Peggy 
had five children, leading to 
14 grandchildren and 23 
great-grandchildren across 
the wider family line. 
Peggy shared her secret to a 
long life recalling that she 
walked a lot, even used to 
walk on the mountain,  and 
she never smoked or drank. Today, at 100 years old, she has all the memorabilia to remind her of the past and for 
future generations to treasure, and now some new cards to add to her collection: 100 year congratulations cards 
from King Charles III, our New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon, Govenor-General Dame Cindy Kiro 
and Minister for Seniors Hon Casey Costello. Happy 100th Birthday Peggy.

Above: 
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Community Lunches 
(LeAnne Blakelock)

Every Thursday at midday, the 
Inglewood Community Food Hub hosts 
a free shared community lunch, and 

everyone is welcome.
I had the pleasure of helping host it recently, and I 
really enjoyed it. There was good food, easy 
conversation, and the pleasure of seeing a few 
familiar faces around the table.
It reminded me that this lunch is not just about the 
food. It is about sitting down together, having a 
chat, meeting someone new, or reconnecting with 
people you may not have seen for a while. 
Sometimes a simple lunch around a table can do 

more good 
than we 
realise. You 
do not need 
a special 
reason or 
specific need to attend. You might come for the meal, for the company, to 
support the Food Hub, or simply because your presence helps make it feel 
more like a community gathering.
There are lots of ways to give. Some people give by donating food. Some 
give by helping out. And some give just by turning up, taking a seat, and 
being part of the conversation. You might be the friendly face that helps 
someone else feel welcome. You might be the person who shares a laugh, 

empty.
Food donations are always gratefully received to go towards the 
community food hub stores, and community fridge/freezer and shelves, but 
there is absolutely no obligation to bring anything. Please still come along.
Lunch is served every Thursday at midday at the Inglewood Community 
Food Hub, Mamaku Street. See you there!

Lions Fertiliser 
Drive          

(Wendy Otene)

We will be having our 
Annual Fertiliser Drive 

next month; cards will be delivered 
to letter boxes around 20th July. 
There will also be cards available at 
Fun Ho!  Or cut out the order form 
(right) and deliver to Fun Ho! or 
email to the address listed on the 
form. Delivery of Fertiliser will be 
8th August. 
If you would like to join Lions or 
come along to take a look at what 
we do please contact Wendy on 
0272666307 or Rob on 0276888819
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Community Board Update (Michael Self)

Kia ora whanau, I choose this greeting with care as we as a district are entering a phase 
that will affect us at present and our future generations.
Three big things are happening within Council and the Community Boards: The Governments direction for local 

Added into this is the possible sale of our Taranaki Savings Bank (TSB) and the building of a Liquified Natural Gas 
(LNG) storage facility in New Plymouth. There are actions taking place within the province around these two 
issues.
In terms of Local Government reform there seems to be little appetite from Stratford and South Taranaki to join 
with New Pymouth in some sort of single entity council. In my opinion (as stated on other occasions) I feel that 
both the Inglewood ward and Kaitake ward should look at joining with SDC and STDC to form a strong Rural 
Local authority.
Both the LTP and the Inglewood Community Board Plan are in the first stages of consultation. To this end there is 

27th from 5.30 to 7.30pm at the Town Hall.
In addition the Inglewood Community Board will be conducting our own surveys and talking to local organisations.

Local Footballer Earns National Selection (Tracey Thomson)

Congratulations to local footballer Charlie Lamplough on his selection for the New Zealand Secondary 
Schools Under-16 Football Team.
Charlie was called into the squad at short notice following an injury to another player, making the 

achievement even more special. He is currently representing New Zealand on a tour of Malaysia, where the team 
will compete against top youth opposition and gain valuable international experience.
Charlie attended St Patrick's Primary School in Inglewood and is currently a student at Francis Douglas Memorial 
College. His selection is the result of years of hard work, dedication and a genuine passion for football. It is a 
wonderful achievement and one that his family, schools and the wider Inglewood community can all be proud of.
We congratulate Charlie on this outstanding achievement and wish him every success as he represents both New 
Zealand and our local community on the international stage.

Above: Charlie Lamplough Goalkeeper (in orange) and Team
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Coming Soon...Change (Phillippa Kingi)

Let's face it, nobody likes change. But sometimes 
it's necessary. Exciting even!
Like many small businesses, what I offer today has 

grown well beyond my humble beginnings.
From "Pilates For Living" to "For Living". Not a drastic change, more 
of an evolution.
Years ago, I was teaching Pilates from a local hall. I added more 
sessions and outgrew the spaces. Finally settling in a more permanent 
location.
Along the way I learned new skills and deepened others. What began 
as movement education has expanded into advanced movement 
assessment, lymphatic therapy, Ortho-Bionomy, and functional health 
coaching. Each new skill adding another string to my bow, reinforcing 
what I have believed all along: our bodies work best when movement, 
nervous system, and overall health are considered inseparable.
While the branding is changing, the heart of what I do isn't. (And the Pilates is definitely still the main feature)
My goal has always been to help people move more freely, feel more connected to their bodies, and enjoy life with 
greater confidence whether that's through Pilates classes, hands-on therapy, workshops, or health coaching.
It's an exciting step forward; a fresh website, easier ways to book, and an identity that tells of the journey.
Whether you've been with me from the beginning or I'm a new discovery, you're warmly welcome. I look forward 
to helping you move freely, feel connected, and 
embrace living.

Done $220 

A Great Opportunity to Update Your Interior

Phone Dot 027 630 3224
For your Free Measure and Quote

Out and About
In Inglewood

Above: Mid winter and beautiful days still draw the 
crowds to fossick around our Sunday car boot sales

Page 8 Moa Mail

and most answered: a safe place for 
women and children from domestic 

violence. Yes, that is true but that is a very minor part of 

the area from Mokau to Patea and all women from age 18 
to 65 years. They have two social workers but work 
closely with schools, NZ Police, WINZ, IWI, hospital 
departments (including mental health), Age Concern, 
Rodrigues Trust. One in three women are impacted by 
family violence, although not necessarily against 
themselves but it could be a family member. Their role 
encompasses counselling, support, alarm and security measures, safety in home and society. They help clients to 
make safer, secure decisions about their lives and are mindful about how members of families are managed. Funding 
from MSD is partial and other funding comes from community sources. The Pop Up shop, Runway for Refuge, 

in Elliot Street, New Plymouth but prefer vouchers for shops, old phones and chargers, knitting, quilts, and books. 
They have arrangements with several of the second hand clothing shops to allow their clients to purchase items. 
They also have the handbags in memory of Grace Millane and these can be filled with a number of items (list on the 
website). When offered to their clients they are pleased to receive them.
We thanked the speakers with a nice box of chocolates for themselves and a donation for their clients to be used 
as they needed.

Durham WI July Report  
(Diane Lithgow)

Above: Dale Spurdle and Valerie Young

INGLEWOOD FIRST TRUST

JULY IA5 
      

WEDNESDAY 29th July
5.15PM  

EVERYONE WELCOME
COST $10.00 Per Person Please RSVP for catering to Vida

inglewoodfirst@gmail.com or phone/txt 021184 0842 Payment to Inglewood First 
Trust A/C 15-3946-0391253-00 Also Payment at the door 

Marie Pearce Inglewood First Trust Chairperson 027 309 2221
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Marinoto News 
(Lyn Swete)

Done 
$220.00

Done $220

here at Marinoto with Paper 
Reading, Bowls, Bingo, cooking sessions, Dog 
Therapy and entertainment, all thoroughly 
enjoyed. Earlier in the fortnight we welcomed 
Toby the Border Collie, along with his owners 
Jaclyn and Finlee. Toby is always a hit with the 
residents and happily soaked up plenty of 
cuddles.
We also enjoyed a visit from the Line Dancers, 
whose impressive moves brought plenty of 
smiles. Our monthly Church Service remains a 
valued activity for those who choose to attend, 
thank you to Robyn for generously giving her 
time.

Marinoto style. Fun daily games will be set up throughout the 
duration of the Games, promising plenty of enjoyment for all.Above: A resident enjoying cuddles with Toby 

Inglewood and 
Districts RSA

Membership Pins
Coins and Badges 

available
At Fun Ho! Toys

Support your local 
RSA
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and Coming 
Events
Please advise of your 
event
7567030 
moamail@funho.com

Craft Afternoon

Fri 24th July 
1.30 to 3.00pm. 
Bring along your knitting, 
crochet, cross stitch or 
whatever your craft is.

Market Day
At St Andrews Hall, 
Sat 25th July 
9.00am to 12 noon

Kaimata Peace Memorial 
Church 
Prayers for Peace 
Sat 15th August
10am

Ebenezer Baptist Church 
Meeting Sundays 12.00pm in the 

United Church building on Brown Street

begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him, 

John 3:16

027 288 8024

Regular    
Events 
Continued

Age Concern 
Third Thursday of each 
month Social Afternoon
1.30pm
Marinoto

-

-

Moa Mail

The Inglewood
Heritage Centre

Butcher Shops
Gallery 2: The Fritz Reuter 

150 years

Open Hours: 
   Mon - Fri 10.00am -

4.00pm, 
Sat, Sun and Public Holidays   

10.00am -2.00pm

FREE ENTRY
Located in Fun Ho! 

Toy Museum

A.G.M

Sunday 26th July 
1:00pm

35 Moa Street
Inglewood

ALL WELCOME

Regular    
Events
Free Meals 

Every Wednesday 
5.00pm to 5.30pm

Inglewood Business 
Group
Fern Lodge
Every Third Wednesday 
7pm

Family History Group
Meetings - Inglewood 
Library
Monday and Thursday

Age Concern 
Every Wednesday 
Steady as You Go -
Strength and Balance 
Exercise class
10.30am
Inglewood United 
Church
30 Brown Street.

**ADVERTISE IN YOUR LOCAL 
COMMUNITY MAGAZINE **

Reach your customers right where they live.
Support Local. Be Seen. Stay Connected.

Moa Mail
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Sporting Trials (Sydney Hirst)

Several of the Taranaki Sporting Trials 
members competed in the annual 
Taumarunui event over the weekend. 
Conditions were quite challenging due 
to several days of rain prior to the 
event.  

Sid Hirst won the event quite convincingly, followed by 
Gordon Marshall and close behind was Kevin Jensen 
from Taumarunui.  Results: !st Sid Hirst 36 points lost 
2nd Gordon Marshall 62 and 3rd Kevin Jensen 77 

Above:  Jack Greer (Waipukarau) and Luke Jensen (Taumarunui 
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