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Inglewood Firefighters Conquer the Sky Tower (Katie Stuart)

Three members of 
t h e  I n g l e w o o d 
Vo l un tee r  F i re 

Brigade proudly represented their 
community at this year's Sky Tower 
Challenge, raising an impressive 
$4,753 for Blood Cancer New 
Zealand.
Firefighters Lance, Katie and Dusty 
took on the gruelling challenge, 
climbing all 1,103 stairs across 51 
levels of Auckland's Sky Tower while 
carrying 25 kilos of firefighting 
gear. Al l  three  successful ly 
completed the climb, demonstrating 
the determination, fitness and 
resilience that they bring to their 
roles every day.
The annual Sky Tower Challenge is a 
major fundraising event for Blood 
Cancer New Zealand, with 
firefighters from across the country 
participating to support Kiwis 
affected by blood cancers and 
related conditions. Congratulations 
to Lance, Katie and Dusty on a 
fabulous effort and for representing 
Inglewood with pride. Above: Dusty (right) with one of the Sky Tower Support Crew 
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There is a lot of great work that happens behind the scenes in our district: via 
volunteers of our clubs, or by members of our Rotary and Lions organisations (to 

is inspiring. What would we do without our volunteers? 
Inside this issue there is also the Inglewood Primary School 150 Years Celebrations 

stories that are stored in the school library.  I can imagine the staff and committee 
have had a great time and laughs looking through all the historic treasures.
I had to laugh as memories flooded back about my experiences in the Dentist 
building that was located at the entrance to the school; fondly or fearfully(?) known 

- I am sure you will agree that is not an easy fete when a 
large drill was bearing down on your tiny mouth.  
However, I obviously did survive and have great memories of school life otherwise 
and I am looking forward to catching up with all those that also attended the Primary 
School over the years.  

Karen Moratti
Squash News 
(Pauline Stachurski)

Karlin Snowden 
has just returned 
to the Inglewood 
Squash Club with 
two medals.  
Karlin travelled to 

Ohakune to play at the Central 
Junior Championships. 
After winning the Under 17yr 
division he then entered the under 
19yr division and came runner up. 
F a n t a s t i c  e f f o r t  K a r l i n , 
Congratulations.
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IURNC News
(Laura Ward)

There is plenty of positive momentum 
across the club as our teams continue 

to build towards the end of the season.
Our Moratti Agri Premier Men's Rugby side has had 
a consistent season, securing a number of valuable 
wins and continuing to improve each week. The 
team is focused on finishing the season strongly and 
building on the progress made so far.
Both our Central Roofing Division One and Naki 
Plumbing and Gas Colts teams are also tracking 
well, showing plenty of determination and growth 
throughout the season. They remain committed to 
continuing their development and finishing their

campaigns on a high.
Our Tranzit Wahine Moa team is enjoying another strong 
season following last year's championship success. With a 
relatively young squad, the team has continued to develop well 
and is in a good position as they look to secure a semi-final 
spot.
We are also enjoying a successful season across our senior 
netball grades. As the premier teams move into round two, all 
are pushing hard to secure semi-final spots and continue their 
strong performances throughout the competition.
A special mention goes to our fantastic junior rugby and 
netball sponsors: Pipetech, TCRT, and our IURNC Calf 
Rearers. Through their support in 2026, the club has been able 
to introduce a fees-free initiative aimed at getting more young 
people involved in sport. IURNC is incredibly grateful for this 
support, which has contributed to a significant increase in 
membership and provided more local children with the 
opportunity to be part of our club community. We are proud 
of the efforts being shown across all grades and look forward 
to a strong finish to the season.

Merv The Handyman
Looks At All Jobs
Fencing and Decking

New Guttering
Guttering Cleaning/Repairs

Small Plumbing Jobs
Pruning of Trees
Concrete Jobs
Landscaping

Facebook - Merv The Handyman
Also Available Mulcher 

Wood Splitter
Two Ton Tip Truck, which comes with Two 

Awesome Guys

Merv 027 481 1882 
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70 Years of Floral Art in Inglewood (Sandra Chesterton)

Recently the Inglewood and District Floral Art 
Group passed a milestone 70 years of meeting to 
learn, enjoy and create using flowers and all things 
plant based. Flowers, Fun and Friendship would be a 
good name for the group.
Each month we get together for a workshop where 
we have a go at making an arrangement of flowers 
and other fill, usually from what can be found in our 
gardens. There are lots of ideas both traditional and 
modern that we get to try over the year. What 
comes along in a bucket goes home as something to 
decorate our homes in style.  We could also take 
home some cuttings or other bits from someone 

designs in various Inglewood businesses leading up to 
Daffodil Day. Last month we had a go at making a curved piece of open work to show off just a few flowers and 
leaves, next month it will be back to traditional with just foliage as there are very few flowers around at present.  
We are affiliated with Floral Art of New Zealand which is where many of our ideas come from. They also run 
trainings and competitions for those who are really keen. To add to the fun each month we try to bring along a 
completed arrangement for a little in-club competition. The Floral art people from Taranaki also get together for 
workshops and social gatherings. There is a lot going on. We thank the Toi Foundation for their support over the 
years which has enabled us to keep running for these 70 years, and to expand our knowledge of all things floral.  
If you are interested in joining us come along and have a look on the last Monday of the month at the Catholic 
Church Hall, 1.00pm, or to find out more give me a call Sandra 0226586858. Next meeting is on 29th June.
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June - July is the time we celebrate The M ori New Year of Matariki or 
Puanga.  
The best time 
to spot Puanga  
( R i g e l ) f r o m 
Inglewood this 
season is to 
step outside in 
t h e  e a r l y 
m o r n i n g 
b e t w e e n 
5:30am and 

6:30am. Look toward the northeastern sky and locate 

line. Directly above this line, you will see a piercing, icy-
blue diamond. That is Puanga. The star is visible 
throughout late May and June, but the most significant 
period for celebrations runs from mid-June to mid-July 
2026. This year, the official Matariki public holiday 
weekend falls on Friday 10th July the perfect opportunity 
to gather together and enjoy stargazing from an elevated 
rural road just outside of Inglewood. Take a moment to 

Puanga. Happy stargazing!

Celebrating Matariki and Puanga (Karen Moratti)

FIRST RECONCILIATION & FIRST 
COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2026

First Reconciliation begins on Sunday 14th June.
First Communion begins on Sunday 26th July.
If you have children 7 years or over and who 
would like to take part in this programme or 
for more information, then please ring the 

Parish Office on 756 7164 or email 

Lions Host Young Speechmakers 
Contest (Wendy Otene)

Inglewood Lions Club hosted the District 202D young 
speechmakers Competition at the Cue Theatre in 
Inglewood on 28th May. The 10 contestants delivered a  6 
minute prepared speech on their own topic and a 2-
minute impromptu speech on a provided topic. The 
Speeches were of an extremely high standard; they were 
judged by 3 English teachers. 1st place went to Oliver Jull 
of NP Boys High School, 2nd Lukas Strohmeier from 

Francis Douglas and 3rd was Indykar Wills from Te 
Paepae O Aotea Hawera.  
We look forward to seeing you all at the Midwinter 
Luncheon on June 24th. Please see the advertisement 
(above) for details. If you would like to join Lions or 
come along to take a look at what we do please 
contact Graham on 0211425920 or Helen on 
0274191675

-

-
-

-

Above: Indykar Wills, Lukas Strohmeier, Oliver Jull and 
Stephanie Jordan: Lions District Youth Chairperson 
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Norfolk WI News  (Alison Paterson)

O u r 
A p r i l 

meeting was cancelled due to 
the bad weather forecast of 
cyclone Vaianu  (which 
fortunately never occurred to 
any great degree anyway).
Our May meeting was held at 
my home in Inglewood. With 
apologies received from two 
members who were unwell 
that left five members to 
attend meeting.
Our Guest Speaker was 
Renata from Conductive 
Education Trust who gave us a 
very informative outline of 
how their methods benefit 
children with disabilities by 
using patience and repetition 
until the child achieves success in being able to do the different activities.
As always, our afternoon came to a close with afternoon tea being served, and a happy chat over the cuppa! Very 
enjoyable. Now we are looking forward to our June meeting which includes a soup and scone lunch, and a Winter 
Flower Show to enter.

         INGLEWOOD FIRST TRUST 

         JUNE IA5 

WEDNESDAY 24 June 
5.15PM  

EVERYONE WELCOME
COST $10.00 Per Person Please RSVP for catering to Vida

inglewoodfirst@gmail.com or phone/txt 021184 0842
Payment to Inglewood First Trust A/C 15-3946-0391253-00 Also Payment at the door 

Marie Pearce Inglewood First Trust Chairperson 027 309 2221

Above: Nola Koch, Guest speaker Renta, Alison Paterson, Margaret West 
and Gillian Kitford
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As we look back through the old logbooks and committee notes, it is fascinating to see just how 
much school life has changed over the decades. From the staggering cost of buildings to rather 

We are compiling these wonderful memories ahead of our upcoming 150th celebration. If you 
would like to join us for the celebrations, please remember to register your attendance by contacting the school 
office or visiting our website www.inglewoodprimaryschool.co.nz
In the meantime, take a walk down memory lane with these fascinating facts found in the archives so far:
Did you know? 
In 1879 it cost £150 to build a teachers' residence ($300).
In 1880 it was suggested that a separate infant school be built, as the teachers complained about having to spend so 
much time on infants, to the detriment of the more advanced scholars.
In 1884 the schoolroom was used two nights a week for freehand drawing. The cost of renting the room was one 
penny (2 cents) a night.
In 1894 at one school committee meeting no minutes were read, as they had been destroyed in a fire on Matai St 
where 4 shops burnt down.
In 1896 it was suggested that the cane be done away with and that the tawse (a leather strap with frayed ends) be 
substituted in its place.
In 1904 the school was closed for a day on the occasion of the British / Taranaki football match.
1921 concern was expressed as to the state of the pupils' teeth. There was discussion as to whether they should 
clean their teeth at school. This was declined, but one committee member stated they should at least make the 
children wash their mouths out with an antiseptic solution: Jeyes fluid or the likes.
Don't miss out on celebrating our history.  Contact us at ips150years@inglewood.school.nz

Snippets from the Inglewood Primary School Library (Tracy White)
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think so. 
To me, the 2026 Budget from Finance Minister Nicola 

a major increase in infrastructure investment, especially for 
roads and rail, along with a focus on fuel resilience and 

heavy debt, global uncertainty, unstable trading markets, 
and rising fuel prices that affect nearly every part of society. 
Even with these challenges, the Government has managed 
to fund a $5.5 billion boost for frontline health services, 
$470 million to upgrade schools and add 272 new 
classrooms, and another $50 million for frontline police. 

Some have called this a back-to-basics Budget, and I agree 

Government that focus on the most urgent needs and offer 

set to return to a $2.6 billion operating surplus by the 
2028/29 financial year, which is a year ahead of schedule. 

that shows how this Budget focuses on real needs and 
pays attention to detail: Awakino Gorge. 

driving through the gorge and more about when we 
can actually get through. Since July 2021, the stretch 
between Mount Messenger and the SH4 junction has 
closed 14 times due to weather. Earlier this year, it 
was shut for over a month after severe storms. 
This road is crucial for King Country and Taranaki, 
and every closure can cost the local economy 
millions. 
The Government understands this, which is why $50 
million has been set aside to make the road through 
the gorge stronger against bad weather, focusing on 
the most at-risk parts. To me, this is what good 

while staying connected to what local communities 
really need. For people in Taranaki and King Country, 

businesses who depend on that road every day. When 
the road is open, trucks can run, milk gets to the 
factory, kids get to school, and emergency services 
can reach those who need help. 
And that is the heart of this Budget: help for those 

exact Budget we most need right now. 

Pragmatic, Compassionate Budget Delivers Lifeline for Taranaki and King 
Country  (Barbara Kuriger)
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Rotary News 

Inglewood Rotary Club members had 
a busy May with many activities 
happening during the month.

Top of these was welcoming a new member Tracy 
White, Deputy Principal at Inglewood Primary 

School. Tracy brings a wealth of experience and a valuable 
connection for us to the community.

Day, was held 16th May and was where our members 
gathered to pick up rubbish on the Kurapete/Windsor 
Walkway.
An on-going project of supplying meals to the Community 
Food Hub resulted in 27 meals being made and delivered to 
the fridge and freezer.
During the month of May we did an in house collection from 
members and visitors for the Breast Cancer Foundation and 
raised $100 and Members also turned out at the Mini Putt for 
a working day in the kiosk.
If you are interested in finding out more about Inglewood 
Rotary Club please feel free to email rotary@inglewood.co.nz

Left:  President Donald McIntyre and Tracy White 

Page 10 Moa Mail

LANGMAN CONTRACTING
Lawn Maintenance
Edging
Brush Cutting
Hedge Trimming
Small Tree Trimming Plus Removal
Stump Grinding

Chayse Langman  
P: 027-866-6644 
E: chayseme@icloud.com 

Finding the Why and the How of Family History (Mary Boekman)     

The Inglewood Genealogy Group has recently welcomed two new 

here with the Gydes. She has since finished an impressive printout of 
one family line, and seems to be related to every visitor we have!

Masters Degree in Anthropology at Massey, and chose as her subject: 

were delighted to have her here, observing our activities, and 
interviewing us about why we started our research, and how 
uncovering our family history has affected our lives. 

says Freya. Her Thesis will be interesting!

Right:  Freya Christian  

Above:  Durham WI also visited the Genealogy Group and spent a fascinating morning 

(Debbie Oulsnams)
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On Thursday 28th May, we 
had 20 teams of four 
players enter the teams 
event with a stableford with 
a difference format.
The Winners were with 89 
pts Flower Power - T. Linn, 
D. Morresey, D. Volzke, V. 
Bourne.  2nd - with 88 pts 
(o/cb) Drifters - J. Kennedy, 
J. Shearer, L. Braddock, K. 
Lehrke. 3rd - 88pts 
Whatever - S. Summerfield, 
H. Jane, N. Dravitzki, J. 
Cowley.  The Lucky Draw 
Winners with 76pts were 
Pink Par Tee Girls - S. 
Marsh, A. Honeyfield, J. 
Clark, M. Cornwallis Congratulations to the winners and thank you to everyone who supported this fun day event!

Egmont Village School Mid Winter Fun Run/Walk 
(Lucinda Searle)

The annual 
event is 
expected to 
a t t r a c t 

participants from across the region 
and offers a range of distances 
suitable for all ages and fitness levels. 
Whether competitors are training 
for upcoming events, aiming to 
achieve a personal goal, or simply 
looking for an enjoyable community 
outing, there is an option for 
everyone.
Participants can choose from 3km, 
5km, 7km, or 10km courses, with 
bo th  runn ing  a nd wa l k ing 
welcomed. Early Bird entries are 
available until 14 June. A range of 
spot prizes will also be up for grabs 
on the day. Rain, Hail or Shine the 
event will proceed regardless of 
weather conditions.
Event Details: Date: Sunday, 21 June  
Distances: 3km, 5km, 7km and 10km
Early Bird entries close: 14 June, 
walk in entries on the day 
welcome. Registration: https://
funrun.egmontvillage.co.nz/
The Egmont Village School Mid Winter Fun Run/Walk has become a popular fixture on the local calendar, bringing 
together families, friends and individuals for a fun and active community event while supporting the school.

Above:  
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Keeping Safe Tramping in Te Papa Kura-o-Taranaki this Winter
(Sorrel Hosking)

Winter tramping 
in Te Papa Kura-o-Taranaki can be 
beautiful with some crisp clear 
mornings and stunning alpine views. 
But being on Taranaki Maunga in 
winter requires adjusting for shorter 
daylight hours, freezing temperatures, 
and unpredictable weather and 
conditions, says Department of 
Conservation Principal Ranger Andy 
Johnston

involves pre-planning,  checking 
weather and avalanche forecasts, 
choosing winter-friendly tracks (and 

Climbing above the treeline on the Maunga in winter requires special skills, experience and preparation. There are 
increased risks, from snow, ice, avalanche terrain, bad weather and sub- zero temperatures.
The Mountain Safety Council and Department of Conservation websites are great places to start planning your trip 

Centre as they can provide up-to-date track information and help with planning the right trip for you. A temporary 
visitor centre is in the upper car park at Egmont Road end come and say hi!  www.doc.govt.nz

Crackling fire. Good book. Warm 
socks. Hot cuppa: I hope those 
things make you feel good. Cozy. 

Something to look forward to.
Winter is the perfect opportunity to hunker down, 
hibernate, and take great care of yourself. Trees drop 

winter long. Sticks and trunk. Bare. Restoring 
themselves ready for spring when they emerge with 
new vigour. What if we as humans did that? I mean, we 

world would fall apart.  
What if winter wasn't something to endure, but 
something to embrace?
matters most. Nature's reminder that restoration is 
productive. An invitation to listen to what we need. 
And to rest.
Soups of all kinds. Boil up. Slow cooked meats and 
hearty roast veges. Apple crumble with custard.
Games nights in with hot cocoa.
A winter book fest. One of my favourite childhood memories is Mum reading aloud to us.  We loved that well into 
our teens. Sunny winter days are a wonderful opportunity to top up your vitamin D and lift your mood. Wrap up 
warmly. Grab a coat. Get outside. Group classes, or organised indoor activities can be sanity savers - camaraderie, 
community, movement and endorphins help warm up darker days. Whatever you do to winter well, make sure it 
nourishes your soul. Move freely. Feel connected. Embrace living.

Wintering Well: Slowing Down without Guilt (Phillippa Kingi)

Above:  The Temporary Visitor Centre at North Egmont
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Catchment Communities 
(Michael Self)

After what has been touted as being one 
of the driest Mays on record the 
weather has broken and we need to be 
ready for a projected period of unsettled 
weather.
We are constantly being reminded of the 
issues around the weather patterns and 
the need to build resilience into our 
communities. To this end I was lucky to 
attend a meeting at Kaimata aimed at 
setting up a Kaimata Catchment 
Community. This was iniated by Marcia 
Millard of the Tarata Catchment 

Community and Alana Marriner of the Ratapiko Catchment 
Community. There is also a Catchment Community being 
planned for the Waiongana Catchment area.
The word Catchment is a broad term that is often associated 
with water bodies. In the case of Catchment Communities it is 
about a range of factors that feed into a community, including 
water, biodiversity, people, facilities (halls, roads, emergency 
services such as AEDs), organisations, and monitoring.
Above all it is about building resilience in a given area. This 
includes in times of extreme events a community being able to 
care for itself.
I suggest exploring if a Catchment Community exists in your 
area, if not look to iniate one. Within Taranaki there are a 
good number of Catchment communities.

The Inglewood Scout group is 
fortunate that we are located in a 
town that has people and 

organisations that look after each other. This year the 
Inglewood Scout group is fundraising and preparing to 
attend the 24th New Zealand Scout Jamboree at the end 
of this year. To help us with that we recently had a tree 
donated to use for selling as Firewood. If anyone else has 
a tree they want to donate to Inglewood scout we will be 
happy with your support, contact Peter van Koppen on 
027 419 4455. When we're ready to sell you'll see it 
advertised here in Moa Mail.
The Inglewood Scout group is also fortunate with 
the support from great local businesses like Primo 
Wireless, who support the Inglewood Scout and Guide 
hall with an Internet connection, Chooks Pumping and 
Engineering who helped us to get our scout trolley back 
to rolling and Elca Stainless who supported us with 
making a stainless steel bench top safe for use by scouts. 
It is all this local support that makes running a local 
community organisation so much easier.

Scout Group Grateful for Support 
(Peter van Koppen) 
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and Coming 
Events

Please advise of your 
event
7567030 
moamail@funho.com

Fri 12th June 10.00am to 
12.00pm

Inglewood Club
Breast Cancer Breakfast 
Fundraiser 
Sun 14th June 9.30am
Inglewood Club, 35 Moa 
Street

Egmont Village Fun Run 
Sunday, 21 June  Distances: 
3km, 5km, 7km and 10km
Early Bird entries close: 14 
June, walk in entries on the 
day welcome.

Inglewood Lions Mid Year 
Senior Citizens Get-
together
TET Stadium
Wed 24th June
12 Noon

Inglewood First Trust IA5
Farmlands - 24 June
5.15pm $10 per person

Inglewood Floral Art 
Meeting and Workshop 
Catholic Church Hall 
Mon 29th June 
1pm, Visitors welcome.

Ebenezer Baptist Church 
Meeting Sundays 12.00pm in the 

United Church building on Brown Street

begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him, 

John 3:16

027 288 8024

Regular    
Events
Free Meals 

Every Wednesday 
5.00pm to 5.30pm

Age Concern 
Third Thursday of each 
month Social Afternoon
1.30pm
Marinoto

Ing Family History 
Group
Meetings - Inglewood 
Library
Monday and Thursday

Justices of the Peace
Every Monday 10.00am-
12.00pm (Except public 
holidays)
Inglewood Library

WANTED

RELIEF MILKER

CALF REARER ASSISTANCE

Inglewood Area

Ph Richard: 027 443 4911

Moa Mail

SACRED HEART
PARISH  

INGLEWOOD

MASS TIMES

Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 10.00am
Saturday 9.00am
(Every 1st, 3rd & 5th

Saturday)
Sunday 10.30am

Everyone 
Welcome

Rainfall May 2026
(Mary Boekman/Alan Armitage)

Rainfall for May 2026:   51 mm
Rainfall for May 2025:    227 mm
No of Rain days for May 2026:     4
No of Rain days for May 2025:      10
Total rainfall so far for 2026: 685 mm
Total rainfall for 2025:   2663.5 mm

The Inglewood Heritage
Centre

Gallery 2: The Fritz Reuter 150 years

Open Hours: 
   Mon - Fri 10.00am -4.00pm, 

Sat, Sun and Public Holidays 10.00am -
2.00pm

Free Entry Located 
in Fun Ho! Toy 

Museum
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Norfolk School Rippa 
Tournament 

(Niko Colman)

Tournament! Which was a very 
common word bellowed on 

Tuesday the 12th of May. Many Norfolk School Year 4 
to 6 students competed in teams against students from 
different schools. The tournament took place at the 
rugby fields in Inglewood.
The day was an overall success for all of the students. 
Perfect conditions set the scene under Mt Taranaki. Our 
competitive team fought hard in the tournament and was able to win all their matches qualifying to compete in the 
champions tournament later in the term. Our students showed amazing sportsmanship. For example, when a kid 
from another team was injured, Maddie Rowlands paused play to support the player. This day was a great success.
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