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Women on the Frontline
The Inglewood Volunteer Fire Brigade is 
seeing a strong and growing presence of 
women on its frontline, now making up over a 

quarter of the brigade. Serving in a variety of roles from 
Senior Fire Fighter to Operational Support, they all play a 
vital part in the emergency response within the community. 
At times, the brigade even responds to calls with a crew 
predominantly made up by women, highlighting the depth of 
skill and capability within the team. Traditionally viewed as a 
male-dominated field, fire fighting in Taranaki (particularly in 
Inglewood) is evolving as more women step forward, 
demonstrating that courage, strength, and dedication are 
not defined by gender.
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more on their shoulders the mothers, daughters, partners, and friends who also 
serve our community as volunteer fire-fighters. Our cover page this issue, we 

emergencies, supporting neighbours, and keeping vital services running, all while 
balancing careers, families, and everyday life.

who give so much of themselves to protect and care for our community when it 
needs them most.

Karen Moratti
Celebrating our Community One Story at a Time

Moa Mail has been in print since 2009 and during 
that time it has become far more than a simple 
newsletter. It is often talked about by local 
community members as a treasured publication 
that residents genuinely look forward to finding in 
their letterbox. That sense of connection, of seeing 
familiar names and local stories on the page, is what 
keeps Moa Mail at the heart of our community.
One of the greatest joys for our team is opening 
the inbox and finding articles, photos, and snippets 
of life sent in by readers. These contributions are 
what give Moa Mail its character and vibrancy. As 
space allows, we try to include as many of these as 
we can, because they reflect the real voices and 
experiences of the people who make this place 
special.
We would love to see more articles from the 
community celebrating milestones, achievements, anniversaries, and the everyday 

a personal accomplishment, or a story about someone doing good in our town, your 
contributions help keep Moa Mail lively, relevant, and proudly local. Keep them 
coming this publication thrives because of you.
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Tarata  Valley Trail Event 
A Success

For those of us with long driveways I am told a clever way to transport 
our bins out for collection is to hook the rubbish bin onto the back of a 
ute and drive it up to the collection point.
On this particular morning, an Inglewood resident (no names mentioned) 
had an appointment in New Plymouth. Off he went, his bin duty furthest 
thing from his mind. His drive through to town drew strange looks, 
flashing lights, and the wild waving of hands; which he thought was rather 
odd, but he simply waved back with a smile. Upon arrival at his 
appointment he parked up and discovered the error of his ways - he had 
forgotten the one thing his wife had asked him to do! So he got straight 
back in the ute and drove home... cue more flashing lights, wild waves and 
stares.
Bin finally delivered safely back to collection point he then returned to 
New Plymouth, parked up for his appointment, only to find he had missed 
it. His appointment registration probably stamped "cancelled due to bin 
late".

A Rubbish Story (Anon)

The Tarata community came together in 

event, with 140 participants running, walking and biking 
their way through the stunning Tarata countryside 
across 21km, 10km and 5km courses.
The event not only showcased the beauty of the district 
and the strength of the local community, but also 
delivered an outstanding fundraising result for two much
-loved community facilities.
A total of $11,387.88 was raised, with an impressive 
$9,910.33 profit to be shared equally between the Tarata 
Community Hall and Tarata Community Church.
Tarata Hall Committee President Dean Sole said the 
event was a fantastic example of what can be achieved 
when the community works together.

volunteered, sponsored, helped behind the scenes, or 

reflection of the strength and spirit of our rural 

Dean also gave huge thanks to fellow committee members and the wider Tarata community of volunteers who 

sales, promotion, registrations and parking through to food, setup, pack-down and course support,  people just got 

Merv The Handyman
Looks At All Jobs
Fencing and Decking

New Guttering
Guttering Cleaning/Repairs

Small Plumbing Jobs
Pruning of Trees
Concrete Jobs
Landscaping

Facebook - Merv The Handyman
Also Available Mulcher 

Wood Splitter
Two Ton Tip Truck, which comes with 

Two Awesome Guys

Merv 027 481 1882 
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Done  $120

Changing Rooms Building 
Strong Momentum 

(Hayley Duggan)

T h e  T E T 
S t a d i u m 
C h a n g i n g 

Rooms Project is continuing to build 
strong momentum, with more than $1.5 
million already secured towards the new 
facility. The project will deliver modern 
changing rooms, showers, storage, 
medical space and a breakout area to 
support the growing demand on our 
fields and facilities. Designed to support 

schools, clubs, officials and community events 
- the new build will provide safe, accessible 
and fit-for-purpose spaces for years to come.
As we move into the final stage of funding, 
we are now inviting the wider community 
and businesses across Taranaki to help us get 
this important project across the line. We 
understand the current economic climate is 
challenging for many, which is why we have 
created a number of ways for people to be 
involved - from small community donations 
through to sponsorship and naming 
opportunities. Donations of any amount can 
be made through our Givealittle page, with 
supporters who donate $100 recognised on 
a permanent supporter wall within the new 
facility. Local businesses can also get involved 
through our Community Supporter, Bronze, 
Silver, Gold and naming rights opportunities. 
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H kuturi Taranaki Environment Centre (Jane Bowden Dobson)

A project team including Pukerangiora Hap , New Plymouth District Council, New 
Plymouth Partners, Gibbons Architects and ETEC has been steadily progressing plans 
for the H kuturi Taranaki Environment Centre.

What will the centre be?:  H kuturi is envisioned as a shared community facility focused on kaitiakitanga, 
environmental education, and supporting local conservation initiatives. The project to build a workshop, shared 
office space, and community education space, reflects a strong commitment to environmental guardianship, cultural 
respect, and collaboration.
Behind the scenes, the project team has been preparing for a fundraising campaign planned for 2026, while also 
exploring opportunities for community members, 
partners and supporters to help shape the 
governance, detailed design and future operation 
of the centre. We will be coming to community 
in the coming months with exciting plans!
The Trust continues to achieve strong 
conservation outcomes for nature and local 
communities across the 18,000 ha project area in 
Eastern Taranaki, working alongside landowners, 
iwi partners and dedicated local volunteers.
Thanks to extensive predator control efforts in 
the Pouiatoa Conservation Area, populations of 
k kako and kiwi important indicators of a 
healthy ecosystem are continuing to grow. Rat 
numbers have been unusually high this year, and 
the Trust acknowledges the ongoing support of 
the Department of Conservation with aerial pest 
and goat control programmes.
The team has also welcomed Sarah Campbell as 

rangers Olly Sleep and Halle Aish, Finance Lead 
Laura Beaty, and General Manager Jane Bowden 
Dobson.
ETEC would like to acknowledge the significant 
contribution of Kat Strang and Nadine Patterson, who both dedicated five years to the organisation and played an 

deep appreciation for the many past and present contributions that continue to strengthen the Trust, its 
collaborative partnerships, and the long-term conservation impact being achieved across Eastern Taranaki.

The Inglewood Squash Club hosted 68 
players from thirteen clubs from around the 
Central area. Clubs from Ohakune, Ashurst, 
Turangi, Whanganui, Taihape, Hunterville, 
Palmerston North plus local Taranaki clubs 

were all represented.
Players played in Grade Divisions trying to qualify for 
Nationals in Tauranga, early July. There were some 
excellent squash matches to watch, and it was pleasing to 
see the number of younger players showing the rest of us 
the skills they have already developed. It was a very busy 
weekend for the club but great to have players of all ages 
and abilities enjoying our club facilities. 

Morrison who both won their respective grades.

Squash News (Pauline Stachurski)

Above:  Kendell Hale and Tom Morrison 

Above: Sarah Lucas and Brady Gibbons (Architect) check out the 
project site

Rainfall April 2026
(Mary Boekman/Alan Armitage)

Rainfall for April 2026: 241.5 mm
Rainfall for April  2025:      300 mm
No of Rain days for March 2026: 15 mm
No of Rain days for March 2025:        15 mm
Total rainfall so far for 2026:      634 mm
Total rainfall for 2025: 2663.5 mm
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Restore PG Nops Reserve (Leigh Honor)

This week is the annual City Nature Challenge. People are 
discovering and taking photos of plants, animals and fungi in their 
communities. The images are uploaded to the INaturalist app or 
website inaturalist.org for this global Bioblitz. All the records 
add to the living atlas of life on earth and are used by scientists, 
land managers and conservationists. Taking part is a lot of fun, 
much like a treasure hunt. It is interesting what you discover 
when manual weeding in PG Nops Reserve; spiders, insects, fungi 
and native seedlings reaching for the sky.
You also detect new weeds looking for an opportunity. In April 
Indian or mock strawberry was found spreading across the 
ground. The berries are edible but apparently disappointing 
compared to real strawberries (especially our local Kaimiro 
farm). Indian strawberry has spread across parts of Europe and USA, creeping along the ground with runners, and 
is now considered a weed. May is the start of the winter planting season. At our next working bee, 1.00-3.00pm 
Sunday 31st May, we will begin the planting native species to infill the weed shaped holes we have created. We 
would love to see you there. Please bring your spade. We meet at the Tawa Street entrance. If you would like to 
know more about our activities call Neil Chesterton on 027 221 7712 or email chesterton@xtra.co.nz

Above:  An Indian Strawberry

Done $60

Autumn is one of the most rewarding times in the garden a season of both preparation 

set the stage for a productive winter. Start by clearing away spent crops, 
weeds, and fallen debris. This not only improves the look of your garden 
but also helps reduce pests and diseases overwintering in the soil. Add 
healthy plant material to the compost and dig in well-rotted compost or 
manure to enrich your beds for the months ahead.
Once your garden is refreshed, turn your attention to planting winter 
vegetables. Hardy options like broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, silver beet, 
and spinach thrive in cooler conditions. Root crops such as carrots and 
beetroot can 
also be sown 
now, providing 
a steady supply 
t h r o u g h 
winter.

t o  m u l c h 
around your plants to retain warmth and moisture and 
protect young seedlings from frost where needed. With a 
bit of effort now, your garden will continue to provide 
fresh, nutritious produce right through the colder months.

Hungry Hammer
Construction
Qualified Builder

Do you want your fence updated or 
concrete work around the house or 

farmyard? 
Phone Shannon 027 950 9768

Garden Clues with Sue 
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Done $ 120

Authorised by Mel Cook, 86 Dudley Road, RD 6, Inglewood 4386 e; melcook@xtra.co.nz

Voting papers for the election of trustees for the Taranaki Electricity Trust are being 
delivered from Tuesday 12th May and voting closes at 12 noon, Tuesday 16th June.  
I am standing as a candidate in Ward A, as I believe my experience and involvement 
in the community would be an asset to the trust, having been on the Board of 
Trustees at Inglewood High School since 2004 (Chair since 2007), a member of the 
Inglewood Rotary Club since 1996, a member, Past President and supporter of the 
Inglewood Golf Club since 1990 and elected to the Inglewood Community Board 
2017-2022. I was appointed a Justice of the Peace in 2015 and so through working 
together on multiple boards and committees, I know the value of the T.E.T. to our 
community and how much of a difference it makes in all our lives.  
I am seeking election to the T.E.T. Trust and have the time, energy and experience 
the role demands.  
I seek your vote to achieve this.

Inglewood Golf Club IA5 (Vida Harkness)

Inglewood First Trust members 
enjoyed a refreshing change of pace 

the always welcoming Inglewood 
Golf Club on Lepper Road Upper. 
Chris  Van Kooten, House 

Convenor for the Inglewood Golf Club spoke and 

the kind of details that make you appreciate just 
how long this place has been part of the community. 
The club first began back in 1947, though not on the 
site we know today. In those early years, members 

played on a more modest course closer to town, maintained 
largely by volunteers. The exact location may have slipped 

In 1965, the club moved to its current home, where it has 
grown into a full 18 hole, par 68 course known for its 
tree lined fairways and relaxed, friendly feel. Chris also talked 

options including a popular young players scheme and 
the busy calendar of competitions and social events that keep 
the place buzzing. The addition of disc golf, has brought a 
whole new group of people onto the grounds and added even 
more life to the club.
All in all, the evening was a great reminder of how lucky we 
are to have facilities like this right on our doorstep. The 

Inglewood First Trust extends a big thank you to the Inglewood Golf Club for hosting us and to Selena Gillespie 
for the more than ample finger food.

Above: Leonie Soffe and Kayvon Smart 
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If you make your living off the land, 

calendar 
recharge, take stock, and remind 

own.
Since 1969, National Fieldays at 
Mystery Creek has been bringing 
farmers, contractors, families, and 

organisers succeeded? What began as 
a simple showcase of Kiwi ingenuity 
has grown into the Southern 

Generations of farming families come 

new, catch up with old mates, and 
bring the kids along for a look at their 
future.
This year, with fuel, freight, and 
finance all tightening the screws, 
Fieldays feels more important than 

gear that genuinely cuts fuel use, 

explore tools that save labour, and talk directly with 
people who understand the realities behind the farm 
gate.
Over four days, more than 1,200 exhibitors will be on 
site, showcasing the best innovations, products, and 
services to an audience of over 100,000.
From low-emissions tech to pasture management, 
there are plenty of opportunities to find ideas that 
make a real difference. Seminars and workshops will 
offer straight talk on markets, regulation, and banking, 
while the social side a yarn over a coffee often 
delivers the most valuable, and most unexpected, 
insights of all.
At its heart, Fieldays is a reminder that New Zealand 

but because our people are resilient, practical, and 
keen to teach and to learn. As we walk through the 

backing our businesses, our communities, and the 
future of our rural New Zealand.

13 June at its 
traditional and spiritual home, Mystery Creek. See 
you there.

Fieldays 2026: Innovation, Resilience and Community at the Heart of Rural 
New Zealand.  By Barbara Kuriger, MP for Taranaki/King Country
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Outward Bound  
(Kirsty Stoneman and Maddison Dagger )

Three Year 12 Inglewood High School 
students were fortunate to gain places at 
Outward Bound New Zealand. Jesse 
Smith completed a 21-day course in 
March, closely followed by Kirsty 

-day 
course in April. 
Their experiences in Anakiwa, (within the Marlborough 
Sounds) taught them a wide range of life skills such as 
determination, problem solving and leadership. Most 
importantly they gained lifelong friends and 
experiences. Each day looked different for all 
participants. Groups were split into watches of 14 
people and were presented with new skills and 
challenges. This included waking up at 6am for a 3km 
run and an ocean swim and tramping all day with a 
heavy pack. All three students are grateful for their 

experience and have returned with greater 
confidence, lasting memories and lessons that 
will benefit them in the future. Jesse 

appreciated learning to sail, it was the lessons 
in becoming more empathetic and learning 
how to lead a group of diverse people that 
made their experience transformative.

  

  
Authorised by Mike Davey, dmdavey@xtra.co.nz

Representing T.E.T. Trust Ward A

Marinoto Home and Hospital

         Inglewood Local. Always Available. 
Supporting grants in Inglewood Town & Rural

Vote for your LOCAL T.E.T. Trustee
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Following the local body 
elections,  it did feel like 
a long time before the 
Inglewood Community 

Board finally began some formal activity. This was in 
part due to the new parent council regime bedding in 
followed by our February Meeting being cancelled due 
to a lack of matters on the agenda. However, we did 
meet informally and received briefings on the state of 
play within our district and began looking ahead.
As we move into fresh projects and discussions, we 
need to acknowledge the achievements of the previous 
Community Board; a big one being the Tarata Road 
resilience project, this was made possible by a financial 
partnership between NZTA and the Tarata Road 
Endowment Fund. Via the discretionary fund we have 
seen extra pathway added in Egmont Village, improved 
access to the TET Stadium, social hubs established 
within the CBD and AED units set up at Tarata Hall 
and at the TET Stadium.
While not a Community Board project it should be 
noted that security cameras for the CBD have received 
funding.
The new board, under the discretionary fund, has approved funding for a bus shelter in Egmont Village, a road sign 
to show services within Egmont Village, and a concrete picnic table for the top of the Tarata Saddle. We are also 
looking towards placing an AED unit at Karo Park.
Currently we are going through the Long Term Plan and the Board are looking forward to putting a new one out 
for consultation
The Inglewood Reserves Management Plan is also under review. Essentially, this is looking at the planning around 
parks and open spaces. How can these be best utilised for our district? Are there spaces out there that have 
ceased to be recognised? How can they be linked? What are our needs?
Coming up, we will be delving into a Spatial Plan for the District and discussing the Taranaki Lawn and Sports Plan.

Remember, the last major set of reforms resulted in Whangamomona becoming a republic.

Community Board Update (Michael Self)
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On Sunday 26th

April, we held a 
s p e c i a l 
c e l e b r a t i o n 

where we honoured two of our loyal 
members of our parish community, Mary 
Coombe and Tess Johnston. They were 
both awarded the Papal honour, the Medal 
Benemerenti.
Mary received this award because she has 
demonstrated unflinching loyalty with her 
involvement within our parish for well 
over 40 years. She has been a member of 
the Liturgy Committee for over 30 years 
and has been involved in training Altar 
Servers, the bereavement support group, 
involved in our Masses, a Parish Council 
member, provided food for our priests, 
baked for every occasion and so much 

cakes that Mary has made, whether they 
be for First Communion or for Christmas, 
Mary would make a cake for any occasion that needed one. To sum all this up, if something needed doing, Mary 
would be the one to ask. She is also still involved in our Masses, hospitality and our extra programmes/activities 
around the Church.
Tess received this award because she has dedicated her time over the past 45 years decorating our parish with 
your beautiful flowers. She has always gone above and beyond of what has been asked of her and is always making 
sure our church flowers flourished. She makes our Advent Wreaths and she puts up our foyer Christmas tree 
every year. When it comes to everything floral, Tess has an unlimited thirst for knowledge coupled with a desire to 
teach others and this has spilled over into many areas and we are all richer because of this. Tess has also been a 

Liturgy Committee for over 20 years. With the help of close friends, Tess is also still involved in the extra 
programmes/activities around the Church. A big thank 

Special Celebration at Sacred Heart (Nicky Kuklinski)

FIRST RECONCILIATION & FIRST 
COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2026

First Reconciliation begins on Sunday 14th June.
First Communion begins on Sunday 26th July.
If you have children 7 years or over and who 
would like to take part in this programme or 
for more information, then please ring the 

Parish Office on 756 7164 or email 

Above: Mary Coombe and Tess Johnston with their special award

Defibrillator (AED) Locations
Inglewood Golf Club (Lepper Road)
Inglewood Bowling Club (Miro Street)
Z Petrol Station (Rata Street)
TET Stadium (Elliot Street)
Police Station (Brookes Street)
Fire Station (Richmond Street)
Inglewood Medical Centre (Brown Street)
New World Supermarket (Matai Street)
Inglewood High School (Kelly Street)
Egmont Village Garage (Egmont Village)
Lepperton Bowling Club (Manutahi Road)
Tarata (The Croft)
Norfolk (Norfolk School)
Next Level Fitness Gym (Mamaku St)
Durham Rd Hall (Upper Durham Rd
Inglewood TET Stadium (Elliot Street)
Tarata Hall (Tarata Road)
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difference. Our new Douglas Alpaca blister packing 
robot was installed on 17th March 2026 and is 
helping improve the speed, accuracy and efficiency of 
preparing medication blister packs for our patients.
The robot is streamlining the blister packing process 
by improving accuracy, reducing the risk of dispensing 
errors and allowing our team more time to focus on 

personalised patient care.
What is a blister pack? Blister packs are a simple and 
convenient way to help people stay on track with their 
medications. Clearly organised by date, day and time, they 
can improve medication compliance, reduce confusion and 

-
compact, organised and easy to take on the go.
Want your medications blister packed? Enquire in store or 
over the phone. Packs are available for just $5 per pack and 
customers can trial their first month FREE.
Now for the fun part our new team member still needs 

an official name!
Name the Robot Competition and we 

want the community to get creative. Entries can be 
submitted in-store at Unichem Inglewood Pharmacy 
until 30 May 2026. There are three spot prizes to be 
won along the way and the winner of our favourite 
name will receive a $100 store credit to spend in store. 
*Limit ONE entry per person*
Get creative, have some fun and help us give our new 
team member the perfect name!

Embracing Automation for Better 
Patient Care at Unichem Inglewood 

Pharmacy (Jaala Goodwin)

Above: Bryce Hollands, our first customer to have their 
blister pack made by the robot.

House For Rent 
2 Bedroom 

60 SQM House
$590 Per Week

Wifi /Power /Gas 
And Lawns Included
Wortley Road Area 
Ph Paul 0279598559 
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and Coming 
Events
Please advise of your 
event
7567030 
moamail@funho.com

De-consecrate Church 
Service
Sun 17th May at 12.30pm

Craft Afternoon

Fri 22nd May from 1.30 to 
3.00 pm. 
Bring along your knitting, 
crochet, cross stitch or 
whatever your craft is.

Inglewood Lions Annual 
Book Fair 
Sat 23rd May  9.00-4.00pm
Sun 24th May 10.00am-
2.00pm
Inglewood Club, Moa 
Street

SACRED HEART
PARISH  

INGLEWOOD

MASS TIMES

Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 10.00am
Saturday 9.00am
(Every 1st, 3rd & 5th

Saturday)
Sunday 10.30am

Everyone 
Welcome

Ebenezer Baptist Church 
Meeting Sundays 12.00pm in the 

United Church building on Brown Street

begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him, 

John 3:16

027 288 8024

INGLEWOOD KYOKUSHIN 
KARATE

Classes Tuesday & Thursday
5.30pm Juniors 8 Years & Over

6.30pm Seniors
Contact Shihan Les Crowe 

027 200 6438
22 Matai Street

Part of the Inglewood Community 
Since 2013

Flatmate 
wanted 

For sunny, queen 
room.  

$300 per week 
includes power and 

internet. For a  
Considerate and 
reliable working 
person.  Phone

021412998 

Market Day
At St Andrews 

Hall

8 Brown St

Inglewood

Sat May 23rd

From 9.00am -
12 noon

To book a table 
contact Sandra

027 6483217

$10 per table

Come & buy

Inglewood 
Bowling 

Club

Sunday 14th June
At 1.00pm

All Members and 
Intending Members 

Welcome

Peter van Dyk
Secretary

Contact:  moamail@funho.com for your Advertising requests

The Inglewood
Heritage Centre

Open Hours: 
Mon - Fri 10.00am -

4.00pm, 
Sat, Sun and Public 

Holidays 10.00am -
2.00pm

Free Entry

Exhibits on now:

Butchery History 
and Fritz Reuter 150 

years

Regular 
Events
Ing Family History Group
Meetings - Inglewood 
Library
Mon & Thursday

Age Concern - Every Wed 
10.30am
Steady as you go, strength 
and balance exercise 
classes
Inglewood United Church

Age Concern - First 
Wednesday of the month. 
1.30pm
Music and Movement
Marinoto

Age Concern - Third 
Thursday of each month 
Social Afternoon
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May at Marinoto (Lyn Swete)

May is here with some cold weather, and 
keeping warm has been fun with exercises, 
games, and lots of laughter.
ANZAC Day was celebrated with the 
ANZAC flag displayed and our poppies 

placed in the Sensory Garden. Residents watched the 
different parades on television, and discussions were held 
about ANZAC Day. This was also celebrated with 
residents making ANZAC biscuits and poppies.

enjoyed by all who attended on a lovely sunny day.
We are now starting to make homemade soups, including 
good old bacon bone soup along with chicken soup. 
Residents help by peeling the vegetables. Advice from our mothers has been shared with residents and staff. 
Age Concern also returned for a sing-
great entertainers coming this month with real toe-
Celebration | 12th May International Nurses Day Celebration | 21st May (1:30pm to 3:00pm) Age Concern 
gathering for residents and the community. Feel free to come and join us.

Above: Residents enjoying their road trip up the Mountain
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