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Americarna a Blaze of Colour and Chrome
Inglewood has once again hosted a fantastic evening. The town 
numbers swelled into the thousands with people soaking up the 

vibrant atmosphere, enjoying delicious food, fabulous entertainment, and an 
impressive variety of cars that lined the streets.
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Inglewood District Health Trust (Diane Jones)

Well 2025 was best described as a challenging year for Inglewood 
District Health Trust with staff crises, a funding deficit, urgent 
remedial renovations needed, increased numbers of terminal 
patients, and the resignation of a long standing trustee with 

time supporters of IDHT, Robert Brown, Maureen Frederickson, Robert Edhouse, 
Vida Harkness, Bruce Williams, 
and the staff of Fintax, the 

practices and Unichem Inglewood 
Pharmacy have continued to 
support the staff and the service.
TET, TOI Foundation and 
Inglewood Red Cross have 
helped pay the bills and very 
generous individual community 
donors have ensured the service 
will survive for the immediate 
future.
This is a unique community 
s e r v i ce  EM BR A CE I T 
INGLEWOOD DISTRICT, 
for 2026 and beyond.

Editors Comment
Americarna was a fabulous night and accolades must go to our Inglewood First 
Committee and volunteers for all the hard work they put into organising these 

a good reminder of how strong our community spirit is and a reminder how 
important it is to support these events.

Karen Moratti

Inglewood Information 
Centre
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Athletics Club News (Raewyn Grigg )

Inglewood 
B o w l i n g 
Club has 
e n j o y e d 

some success again on the 
green.  They defended their 

Shield by beating Tower 
(Southern) and Opunake 
(Western) in the final on 
2 1 s t F e b r u a r y . 
Congratulations to all 
involved.
We also had a full day of 
Club Championships on 

S u n d a y  2 2 n d

February .  The 
Senior and Junior 

Singles were all decided. Congratulations to Kevin Koch and Andrew 

luck in the Champ of Champs competition coming up soon. We have 
completed four rounds of our annual Corner-2-Corner social tournament. It 
runs for seven weeks on Friday evenings as part of our regular Friday social 
evening which start at about 4.30pm. It is open to all members and guests 
present at the time. Contact a club member if you are interested in finding 
out more or if you are interested in giving bowls a go.

Merv The Handyman
Looks At All Jobs
Fencing and Decking

New Guttering
Guttering Cleaning/Repairs

Small Plumbing Jobs
Pruning of Trees
Concrete Jobs
Landscaping

Facebook - Merv The Handyman
Also Available Mulcher 

Wood Splitter
Two Ton Tip Truck, which comes with 

Two Awesome Guys

Merv 027 481 1882 

Bowling Club News (Peter Van Dyk)

Above: Kevin Koch

Our club has been bustling with athletic activities 
over the past couple of months. In December, we 
hosted our Ribbon Day, and in January, some of our 
athletes participated in the Colgate Games in 
Tauranga and Nelson. Recently, our athletes also 

competed in the Taranaki Athletic Champs, encompassing both senior and 
junior categories. Additionally, we've been working through our Club 
Championships over the last month. We have also had members attend an 

become one of the youngest - if not the youngest - Level 1 graded official in 
the country. Well done Caelan! Since Christmas, we have continued to 
welcome several new members to our club. Athletics serves as an excellent 
foundation for all sports. Our senior members have been actively 
participating in events as well. Raewyn Grigg and Rachel Gilberd showcased 
their talents at the North Island Masters Athletics Champs in Tauranga at 
the end of November, with Ross Gilberd serving as an official. Raewyn continued her impressive performance by 
competing in the South Island Masters Athletics Champs in Nelson in January.
Looking ahead, Raewyn and Rachel, along with Sandra Moratti, will be competing at the NZ Masters Athletics 
Champs here in Inglewood from 13-15 March. Spectators are welcome to attend free of charge. Come down to 
the track next weekend and support the many Masters athletes from around the country. Some competitors are 
former New Zealand representatives and are often willing to share training advice and tips.

Above: Raewyn Grigg 
and Karen Huena-Dorrington

Above: 
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Fright Night at the Maize Maze (Wendy Otene)

The Maize Maze Fright Night will be held on Friday March 13th starting 7.30pm. Cost will be $20 for 15 
years of age and over, $10 for 14 and under. Coffee and food carts will be available.
Make sure you keep an eye on our Maize Maze Facebook page for updates. If you have any queries or 
would like to book an event at the Maize Maze 

please phone Rob on 0276888819.
Our Lions Club had a potato growing competition, where 
all of the potatoes grown get donated to Inglewood Food 

potato supplying him with 5.650kg of potatoes, the smallest 
crop was 0.085kg of 
potatoes, we will keep that 
growers name to ourselves, 
funny that!!! 
The compet it ion  was 
followed up by a pot luck tea 
at Murray and Fiona 

full of plenty of banter and 
laughs. 
If you would like to join Lions 
or come along to take a look 
at what we do please contact 
Graham on 0211425920 or 
Helen on 0274191675. Above: Fiona Instone and winner Gordon Watson 
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Restore PG Nops Reserve February 2026 (Leigh Honnor)

It has been a great summer for cicadas and weeds! We continue to weed 
to give the native seedlings a fighting chance. PG Nops reserve, and all 
native ecosystems on the ring plain, face a significant and accelerating 
threat from ornamental garden plants which have escaped into the 
wild. The young native plants cannot compete with weeds for light, 
water and nutrients, we hand clear areas and use bark mulch to suppress 
any regrowth and reinvasion.
We tackle an increasing list of weeds in the reserve. Japanese walnut is 
now spreading along the Kurapete stream. It is a fast growing tree which 
forms dense stands and produces many long-lived seeds. It is a National 
Pest Plant Accord species so cannot be cultivated, released, distributed 
or sold. We are pulling out the seedlings before they take hold. Thank 
you to Karen and Bob, Neil, Tony, Heather and Sean for all your mahi. It 
always amazes me what we achieve in a couple of hours each month.
Our next working bee is 1.00-3.00pm Sunday the 29th March. We meet 
at the Tawa Street entrance and would love to see you there. If you 
would like to know more about our activities call Neil Chesterton on 
027 221 7712 or email chesterton@xtra.co.nz

Above: Japanese Walnut Seedling

Done $35

Volunteers Needed for Food 
and Community Hub

(Mark Belchamber)

The Inglewood Food and 
Community Hub is looking for 
more volunteers! Read 

the year for the food hub with 
lots of new clients, and our 
volunteers being kept busy 

with food support and the aftermath of a 
midnight robbery to deal with!
We run as a social supermarket so that anyone 

Thursdays from 9.00-11.00 and we run a community coffee group on Tuesdays at 10.00 and also a community 

and veg left in the community fridge and this really helps with getting fresh, healthy produce out into the 

involved! 
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PROGRAMME 
FRIDAY 9.00AM-5.00PM

                        GRADE 3, 4A, 4B     
        SATURDAY 12.00PM (NOON) JUVENILE/ NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITION

SATURDAY 1.20PM GRADE 2
3.30PM GRADE 1

    4.20PM MACE FLOURISHING (DRUM MAJOR DISPLAY)
5.30PM MASS BAND DISPLAY AND PRESENTATIONS

      
SATURDAY 9.00AM  PARADE

    PARADE STARTS  CORNER RATA AND JAMES STREET, RIGHT REEL INTO CARRINGTON 
STREET, RIGHT REEL INTO ELLIOT STREET... ARRIVE TET STADIUM.

DONT MISS THIS FABULOUS SPECTACULAR PARADE...56 BANDS...ONE 
EVERY 3 MINUTES....MARCHING/PLAYING:   VIEWING FROM JAMES/RATA. 

CARRINGTON/ELLIOT STREETS
  STALLS/FOOD/REFRESHMENTS (SPECIAL TARANAKI BREW) AVAILABLE

SCOTTISH ANCESTRY? WHICH CLAN...TRACK YOUR ANCESTRY/HISTORY 
ON SITE VIEWING AVAILABLE ON LARGE SCREEN AT TET PAVILION

REFRFESHMENTS AVAILABLE

ALSO...
HIGHLAND DANCING 

COMPETITION
SATURDAY 21ST MARCH

INGLEWOOD TOWN HALL
1.00PM

EVERYONE WELCOME.  
GOLD COIN ENTRY

THE PIPES ARE 
COMING!

  
2026 NEW ZEALAND PIPE BAND 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 
FRIDAY 20TH AND  

SATURDAY 21ST MARCH
TET STADIUM ELLIOT STREET

INGLEWOOD

TICKETS ONLINE
CAN BE PURCHASED AT HUMANITIX ON LINE

ADULT 2 DAY PASS $20 PLUS SERVICE FEE 
ADULT FRIDAY PASS $10 PLUS SERVICE FEE

ADULT SATURDAY PASS $15 PLUS SERVICE FEE 
CHILDREN UNDER 16 FREE

PROGRAMME $5

TICKETS AT GATE
FRIDAY ADULTS $15

SATURDAY ADULTS $20
CHILDREN UNDER 16 FREE 

PROGRAMME $5

DONT MISS THIS FABULOUS OPPORTUNITY TO SEE 56 
NEW ZEALAND, AUSTRALIAN AND CANADIAN BANDS COMPETE FOR THE 

2026 NATIONAL PIPE BAND CHAMPIONSHIPS!!  

M. PEARCE 0273092221
INGLEWOOD FIRST TRUST 

Norfolk WI News (Alison Paterson)
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Our AGM, and also the February 
meeting was held in the Norfolk 
Hall, with all seven members 
attending.

President Margaret Jordan was re-elected and Nola Koch 
was re-elected as vice president. Alison Patterson was 
elected to be secretary/treasurer. Competitions Lois 
Gordon and Margret West, all other positions remain the 
same as the previous year.
The annual competition trophies were distributed and 
congratulations to the winners. A tasty afternoon tea was 
served and a busy afternoon came to a close. We will 
meet at the Norfolk Hall for our March meeting and to 
put the final touches to the programme for 2026 year. 
The two trophies standing in the photo are to remind us 
o f  o u r 
two members 
that have passed 
aw a y  B e t t y 
Wisnewski in 
November and 
Nola Verry in 
December. Both 
were very good 
gardeners and 
lo ve d the i r 
gardens. They 
w e r e  k e e n 
competitors in 
the competitions 
w i th  l o ve l y 
e n t r i e s  t o 
exhibit, and they 
are sadly missed.

Above: Margret West and Lois Gordon 

On Saturday 7th February, Lifegate Church, along with family and friends, farewelled 
Pastor Kevin and Penny Dixon, who have stepped down from leadership after 25 years 
of faithful service to Lifegate Church.
A hamburger lunch was first on the programme, with a visit from Mr Whippy, which 
was enthusiastically received by everyone.   
During the speeches, words repeated often about Kevin and Penny, included integrity, 
reliability, consistency, a sense of humour and a genuine love for people.   

Anna, Stephanie 

always allowed them to be themselves.
Kevin will continue in his chaplaincy role at New Plymouth Boys High School and as 
chaplain for the South Taranaki Police, also serving as Padre for the Inglewood RSA, 
while Penny will continue with Taranaki Christian Women in Leadership group. Some 
speaking at churches is sure to be in the mix, along with 

children.
We pray the very best for Kevin and Penny and what God 
has in store for them in this next season.

Lifegate Leaders Farewelled (Carolyn Biesiek)

Everett Park Fun Run (Kat Strang)

Our AGM was straight forward with all 
office bearers continuing unopposed. 
President, Valerie Young read her 
comprehensive Annual Report which 

highlighted our many activities and contributions to the 
community.
Prize giving followed with Janice Woodhead 
accumulating the most points overall. This year we did 
away with prizes and awarded certificates and trophies. 
This allows us to use that money saved for worthy 
causes. The activity for next month remains top secret 
with Jean Dobbs describing it as a mystery outing that 
she is keen for us to enjoy. Watch this space.

                      Military Convoy Rolling into Town (John Subritzky)
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Durham WI February Report (Christine Fitz Patrick)

Right: Christine Fitz Patrick, Valma Hirst, Janice Woodhead and Mirk Smith

The Wild West 
Convoy of ex-
military vehicles 
is coming to Inglewood! WWII Jeeps, Dodges and later models 
like ex-army Land Rovers will be on public display.
The convoy of privately owned vehicles is keeping history 
rolling as they tour Taranaki for two weeks. The bi-annual 
convoys started in 2018 and have toured most areas of NZ.  
Americans love the convoys and there are nearly 20 of them 
as guests on this tour. The convoy will travel lots of back 
roads from New Plymouth to Taumarunui, then back over to 
Mokau up as far as Raglan and return to Taumarunui, then 
Whanganui via Raetihi returning to New Plymouth around the 
mountain via the surf highway 45. All this in 15 days! The Wild 
West Convoy vehicles will be in Inglewood at the old 
Inglewood railway station car park on the 7th of March 
between 11.30am and 1.30pm. The public are welcome to 
come along to see the vehicles and chat to the owners.

Above: The original convoy at Lake Ruataniwha

The East Taranaki Environment Collective is hosting the 
Everett Park Fun Run again! It will be held on Sunday 
12th of April. Last year, 250 participants walked and ran 

the course through the beautiful Everett Park Scenic Reserve. The 
event brought our community together and helped ETEC to raise funds 
for the pest control and habitat restoration work within the Reserve. 
The event will be similar to last year with 2.5km, 4.5km and 9km 

pest control lines. Like last year, participants will be treated to bush 
tracks, swamp crossings, scrambles up banks, a swing bridge, as well as 
views of giant rimu and piwakawaka (fantails) flying around. Keep an 
eye on our website (etec.org.nz) and our Facebook and Instagram pages for updates. We hope to see you there!

Rainfall January 2026
(Mary Boekman/Alan Armitage)

Rainfall for January 2026: 272.5 mm

Rainfall for January 2025:   63 mm

No of Rain days for January 2026: 14

No of Rain days for January 2025:    7

Total rainfall so far for 2026: 272.5 mm

Total rainfall for 2025: 2663.5 mm
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To Size $120 

Done $120 

The NZ Masters Athletics Championships will be held over three days from 13 -15 March 2026 at the TET Stadium 
in Inglewood. Our local Taranaki Masters athletes will face the best competitors Aotearoa has to offer. With the 
Masters category starting at age 30, we are excited to hopefully welcome a 94 year-old athlete from Manawatu 
Whanganui Masters. The competition promises to be fierce, but the camaraderie during and after each event is 
truly admirable. The schedule is as follows: Friday 13 March 4.00pm - approximately 7.00pm, Saturday 14 March 
9.15am to approximately 3.30pm, and Sunday 15 
March 9.00am to approximately 12.30pm. 
Entry to the stadium is free, so come along and 
support our athletes as they run, jump, throw, and 
walk their way to victory! 

New Zealand Masters Athletics Championships (Karen Gillum-Green) 
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Coming Events 
Please advise of your event 
7567030 
moamail@funho.com 
  
 

Inglewood Heritage Centre 
History of Garages and Petrol 
Station in Inglewood 
Fritz Reuter 1876 - 2026 
Celebrating 150 years 
Mon - Fri 10.00am-4.00pm 
Sat/Sun and Public Holidays 
10.00am - 2.00pm 
 

Ing Family History Group 
Meetings - Inglewood Library 
Mon & Thursday 
 

Inglewood Bowling Club 
Friday Social evenings 
From 4.30pm.  Open to all 
members and guests 
 

St Andrews 
Wednesday Meals 
5.15 -5.45pm at the Church 
Hall on 8 Brown Street 
 
World Day of Prayer. At 
Sacred Heart Church on 
Friday, 6th March at 10:00am. 
Program  
 
 

NZ Military Vehicle Club 
Wild West Convoy 
Display in railway carpark 
Saturday 7 March 
 
Tarata Dog Trials 
7/8th March 
3000 Tarata Road. 
 
NZ Masters Athletics 
Championships 
TET Stadium.  Free. 
Fri 13 Mar 4:00pm-7:00pm 
Sat 14 Mar 9:15am-3:30pm 
Sun 15 Mar 9:00am-12:30pm 
 
Age Concern Community 
Session at Marinoto 
19th March 
 

RNZ Pipe Band 
Championships 
20/21st March  
TET Stadium 
 
Relay for life Sat 28th March 
 

 

 
Continued 
 
ANZAC Day 25 April  
 
 
 
 
 
Waihi Waitara Collie 
Club 100th Dog Trial 
27-28 March 
Kohete Road, Kaimata 
 
Kiwiman Xtreme 
Triathlon 
Sat 28th March 
 
Tarata Valley Trail 
21km, 10km, 5km 
Sun 26th April 

 Lease Land Wanted 
10-50ha, as support 

block for Dairy Farm 
Egmont Village/
Inglewood Area 

Experienced farmer 
References available 

Contact Craig Knowles 
0273645443 

Inglewood 
and 

Districts 
RSA 

Membership Pins 
Coins and Badges 

available 
 At Fun Ho! Toys 

Support your local RSA 

Inglewood High School PTA 

Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday 18th March 2026 

7.00 pm  

School Library 

All Welcome 

Anne-Maree Lacey, Secretary 

  

  
  

  
  

 

SACRED HEART 
 PARISH  

INGLEWOOD 
 

MASS TIMES 
 

 Tuesday 9.00am 
Thursday 10.00am 
Saturday 9.00am 
(Every 1st, 3rd & 5th 

Saturday) 
Sunday 10.30am 

 

Everyone Welcome 

Relay for Life 2026 (Mike Wamsley) 
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Excitement is building for the 
Taranaki Relay For Life, 
happening on Saturday, 28 

March at the TET Stadium and Events Centre in 
Inglewood. With 

Early bird registrations closed February 16. 
The Taranaki Cancer Society is aiming to 
raise $225,000 to support people in our community 
affected by cancer. So far, fundraising has reached 
nearly 

every donation counts. Funds raised 
help provide free counselling, transport 
to treatment, accommodation and food 
grants, cancer research, and prevention 
programmes such as Sun Smart 
Schools.  
By donating or signing up a team, 

region faces cancer alone. Join us 
from 10.00am  10.00pm for an inspiring 
day of community spirit and hope, 
donate today at relayforlife.org.nz, sign 
up as a team at relayforlife.org.nz 
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