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Many hours of volunteer work have gone into restoring 
the old Christmas tree structure. An enduring relic that 
spent the last forty years attached to the back of the 
former Inglewood Borough Council shed, now home to 
Moratti Agri Contracting. Though much of its early 

history remains unclear, the tree has long been a familiar feature in 
the community. This year, the structure received a full 
rejuvenation. The old electrical lights were removed, the 
framework was strengthened by Buckthought Engineering, and a 
fresh coat of paint was applied. New solar-powered lights now 
bring the display to life, giving the tree a modern, energy-efficient 
glow.
The project was made possible through generous local support: 
Inglewood First Trust contributed $200 towards paint, Bunnings 

-
operated smoothly ahead of installation. New Plymouth District 
Council also provided manpower and a bucket truck to stand the 
tree in its new home beside the flagpole on Monday 1 December, 
all free of charge. Their assistance was greatly appreciated.
A gift to the community, members of the Lions have freely given 
their time and skills to refurbish the tree, driven by the hope of 
offering Inglewood a festive centrepiece to help brighten the 
Christmas season.
The solar lights will automatically switch on at dusk and run for 
approximately six hours. With eight different functions, they will 
create a variety of lighting patterns throughout the evening.
Inglewood Lions the team behind this project hopes that the 
Inglewood community enjoys this cheerful addition and that it 
helps spread Christmas spirit throughout the town.

Inglewood Christmas Tree Project Brings New Life To A Local Relic 
(Kevin Knowles)
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The generosity that was shown at the Food Drive reminds us that the real heart of 

While some families celebrate easily and others face tougher times, our community 
continues to shine through acts of kindness, supporting local charities, checking on 

This weekend we will celebrate that spirit of our community at the Christmas 
Parade. Remember what makes this season meaningful, showing compassion and 
kindness, spending time instead of dollars and being part of a great community.

Phillippa Peters for the Moa Mail

Editors Comments

This fortnight has been filled with fun and excitement as we gear up for 
Christmas! On the 20th, we held a memorial service for those that 
Marinoto has lost over the past 12 months. A heartfelt thank you to 
Robyn for giving up her time to lead this special service, it meant a 

great deal to our residents and staff. On the 25th, Mr Whippy made his much-
anticipated visit, followed by a lively game of Bowls, staff versus residents. It was an 
afternoon full of laughter and friendly competition enjoyed by everyone. On the 26th, 
some residents attended the annual Lions Christmas Lunch. They thoroughly enjoyed 
reconnecting with old friends and being part of this wonderful community event.
On the 1st

forward to more visits from schools and day cares throughout the month. A big 
thank you to all our entertainers who have visited Marinoto, your music and 
performances bring so much joy and warmth to our residents.
Upcoming Events: Christmas Parade on 13th December Volunteers are needed to 
help walk residents down to 
enjoy the festivities. Please 
contact me through the 

Christmas Party on 17th 
December Santa will be 
visiting, and we have some 
great entertainment and 
delicious food planned!

A Season of Joy and Remembrance at Marinoto (Lyn Swete)                                                         
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The Christmas night market was another huge success. Raising nearly $3000 
from this event for the new TET Stadium changing rooms project. 

With over 65 vendors, more than 1000 
people attending, Santa making the rounds and 
being able to enjoy a cocktail and some delicious food while 
listening to live music from Adrian Whelan. Thank you to all 
the vendors and 
everyone who came 
along to make this 
event so successful for 
the third year running.

TET Stadium and Event Centre Night Market Success 

Waitoriki School Grandparents Day (Lisa Cadman)

Wow! What a fantastic turnout (98%) for our grandparents/significant 
adult day. Our school was buzzing with excited tamariki and adults. We 
started the day with the children introducing their grandparents and then 

swapping to the grandparents telling us what their 
grandchildren liked at school and also what they 
themselves liked when they attended school.
We then moved onto STEAM in which each person 
in their family group drew a self portrait of each 
other. They then had to create a frame with 
recyclable materials. Please note: we have noticed in 
our Waitoriki Family that some of our adults are 
fantastic artists! There were a few nerves but 
everyone pushed through. The day ended with 
looking at their school work and then tamariki 
showing their grandparents round our m ra, food 
forest and classrooms. From our Wait riki family to 
yours, we hope you have a Merry Christmas and a 
safe and Happy New Year and holiday.

Above: Gloria Wilson and 
grandson Brodie

Above: Student Rachel Brooker 
with grandparents
Christine and Dave
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Rural Leading the Way 
By Barbara Kuriger, MP for Taranaki-King Country

time and a fair bit of energy, but it is gaining momentum
tourism is growing, interest rates are dropping, and 
consumer and business confidence are at their highest 
levels in years.
But it is rural New Zealand that remains the beating heart 

--the backbone supporting New 

Dairy, meat, and horticulture exports continue to generate 
billions in revenue, underpinning the standard of living for 
millions of Kiwis. These sectors not only fuel export 
earnings but also create vital employment opportunities 
and sustain regional towns.
In recent years, innovation has flourished on rural land. 
The integration of new technologies precision 
agriculture, robotics, and data-driven management, as well 
as political support has allowed farmers and growers to 
extract more value from every hectare. Rural New 
Zealand has demonstrated resilience in the face of global 
disruptions, weathering challenges such as the Trump 
tariffs and shifting international demand with remarkable 
adaptability.
But rural New Zealand cannot afford complacency.

Despite strong economic contributions, rural 
communities continue to grapple with falling 
populations, underinvestment in infrastructure, and 
rural-urban disparity in services such as healthcare, 
education, and digital connectivity. 
But as we all know, the path to addressing a problem 
starts with first realising and accepting there is a 
problem, and I am proud to be part of a government 
that does just that.
There is still more to be done, of course. If New 
Zealand is to thrive, it must champion its rural heart
not only as a source of export dollars, but as a home 
to the people, innovation, and traditions that define us. 

Zealand remains powerful and essential.

Louis and I, and my entire electorate team, wish you 
and yours a joyful and heartwarming Christmas. 

wonderful new year ahead. 

Merry Christmas!

The Inglewood 
Food Drive was 
another very successful night, with amazing 
generosity from the community. All the 
items collected will go a long way to help 
those in need in the community. So many 
volunteers of all ages came together to 
help with the Drive. Thank you to 
Harcourts for their excellent organisation 
and all those volunteers that turned up: 
local Firefighters, Police, Scouts, Pippins 
and Brownies, Bunn Contracting, ITM 
Inglewood, Taranaki Transport Repairs, 
The Inglewood Food Hub, Inglewood Foodbank and every one else who helped on the 
evening. 
To those that donated thank you for your generosity. One star of the night was Ivy who  
saved up her pocket money all year to purchase six full grocery bags to donate. Such  
incredible community spirit and generosity at only nine years old! 
The Inglewood Community and Food Hub has been busier than ever this year but also with 
amazing support from groups like Lions, Rotary Club, Marinoto and New World, along 
with lots of private individual donations. We so appreciate you all! Please note our change 
of hours. Now open on Tuesday from 9.00am - 12.00pm, with community morning tea 
from 10.00am; Thursdays  9.00-11.00am with community lunch at 12.00pm. Do come and 
see us at the Hub in Mamaku Street for food support and a listening ear.
Foodbank Inglewood was getting so low in their supplies so it is great to see our shelves 
looking much healthier. They have been delighted to have so many people calling in on 
Friday mornings with donations. It has been so many years that the Inglewood Community 
Food Bank has been running. Foodbank will be closed on Friday 26 December and Friday 2 
January, otherwise open from 8.00am to 10.30am on Fridays at Forrestal Lodge on 
Carrington Street.
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Inglewood Food Drive

Above: Ivy 
Below: The amazing 

volunteers

Kaimata Church Needs Your Help
(Robbie Insull)
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Coming Events
Please advise of your event
7567030 moamail@funho.com

Inglewood Heritage 
Exhibition History of Garages 
and Petrol Stations in Ing
Mon - Fri 10.00am - 4.00pm
Sat/Sun and Public Holidays 
10.00am - 2.00pm

Ing Family History Group
Meetings - Inglewood Library
Mon & Thursday

Christmas Parade
Sat 13 December noon

St Andrew's traditional nine 
lessons and carol service
Sun 21 Dec 10.00am 

St Andrew's Carols
Sun 21 Dec 7.00pm 

Service Thurs 25 Dec 9.00am 

Ing Rotary 30th Charity Car 
Show Ing High School
Sun 1 Feb 10.30am - 2.30pm

Ing First Trust AmeriCARna
Thur 26 Feb  3.30 - 8.00pm

Merv The Handyman
Looks At All Jobs
Fencing and Decking

New Guttering
Guttering Cleaning/Repairs

Small Plumbing Jobs
Pruning of Trees
Concrete Jobs
Landscaping

Facebook - Merv The Handyman
Also Available Mulcher 

Wood Splitter
Two Ton Tip Truck, which comes with 

Two Awesome Guys

Merv 027 481 1882 
Ebenezer Baptist Church 

Meeting Sundays 12.00pm in the 
United Church building on Brown Street

begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him, 

John 3:16

027 288 8024

SACRED HEART 
PARISH

MASS TIMES
MOKAU 

CHRISTMAS MASS  
Saturday 20th December 

5.00pm

WAITARA
CHRISTMAS VIGIL 

MASS 
Wednesday 24th December

Carol starts at 7.00pm 
Mass starts at 7.30pm

INGLEWOOD

CHRISTMAS DAY 
MASS 

Thursday 25th December 
Carol starts at 9.30am
Mass starts at 10.00am

be celebrated on the actual day 30th

November. It was well attended with 
visitors of Scottish heritage from Waitara, Bell Block 
and Inglewood. It is a tribute to Scotland and Gordon 
Maxwell 
It was written in 1786, and the title refers to the 
national dish of Scotland, haggis, which is a savoury 
pudding served with neeps and taties. It was delicious.

Addressing the Haggis (Graeme Sykes)

Above: Gordon Maxwell, Jim Shepherd, Parish Priest  
Reverend Robyn Freeman and Reverend Mike Hanson

The committee 
for the War 
M e m o r i a l 
c h u r c h  i n 
Kaimata needs 
your help. We 
are planning a 
very special 
ANZAC event 
next April and 
would like some 
information about these brave young local men who lost 
their lives in the war. Please contact Robbie at 
robbieinsull@gmail.com

Inglewood First Trust November IA5 
(Vida Harkness)

Page 7Issue 404

There was a palpable sense of optimism at the 
November IA5 gathering, held at TimberWorks in 
Inglewood. Contributing to this atmosphere was the 
inspiring presence of a young couple who had 

recently taken on the challenge of purchasing a long-established 
local business. 
Their commitment to carrying forward the tradition of fine 
craftsmanship so well known through the work of the Small Bros 
was both reassuring and energising for all in attendance. There 
was a good crowd and they listened attentively to Trevor 
Holland as he introduced his wife Caitlyn and spoke about his 
path into joinery. They purchased Small Bros about three 
months ago. This was a business that had become a cornerstone 
of Inglewood. What Trevor had admired about their approach 
was simple: no problem too small, no job too big, and always 

has been hooked on building things. His parents quickly learned 
that every piece of timer in the house, including the firewood, 
was fair game for nails. Trevor on meeting Robert a few years 
ago admired his workshop from the start and eventually Trevor 
asked Robert if he would train him as an apprentice, with the 
idea that he would buy the business when Robert was ready to 
hand over the reins, the proposal was accepted. Trevor is very 
happy that he has been learning the old-school and proven joinery ways from Robert. 
Trevor commented that Robert is an incredible mentor and one of the best teacher he has ever had. He is still 
there every day lending his hand and sharing his 50 years of wisdom for which Trevor is incredibly grateful for. 

Trevor also with four of his friends holds a world record 
in shearing 3,236 sheep over the course of eight hours  
another dream he had since he first picked up a hand 
piece. Catering for the evening was provided by Subway 
and was appreciated by all.

Above: Robert Small and Trevor Holland
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