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What a wonderful day of fundraising for Daffodil Day in 
Inglewood! Thanks to the incredible efforts of our lovely 
volunteers, approximately $8,665.00 has been raised, and 
there's more to come!

Overwhelmed by the generous donations of cakes, slices, biscuits, 
daffodils, shrubs, and trees. The raffles also added to the fun and 
helped make the day such a success. A heartfelt thank you to everyone 
involved. Cancer is a terrible disease that affects so many of us, in one 
way or another. It's truly inspiring to see the community come 
together with such generosity and kindness to support those in need.

Daffodil Day 2025
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7567030 (25 Rata Street)

announce that due 
to consideration for 
the community, the 

Inglewood Fire Brigade no longer 
use the station siren between the 
hours of 8 .00pm and 7.00 am. 
Please rest assured this does 
NOT affect our ability to respond 
to emergencies. Our firefighters 
are still on call 24/7 and are 
alerted to incidents via pagers and 
mobile phones at any time, day or 
night.
Your safety remains our top 
priority, and we continue to 
respond quickly and professionally 

brigade would like to thank the 
Inglewood community for your 
understanding and on going 
support. 

(Katie Stuart)

Editors Comments
Conservation Week this week 1 7 September. A great opportunity to connect with 
nature, whether it's by taking a walk through beautiful native bush, joining a local 
community event, or volunteering your time.
A great place to start is the find 

especially with our younger generations, so that caring for nature becomes second 

and for the future.

Phillippa Peters for the Moa Mail
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Squash  News (Pauline Stachurski)

Gray Cup Mixed Couples Canadian Foursome (Debbie Oulsnam)

Merv The Handyman
Looks At All Jobs
Fencing and Decking

New Guttering
Guttering Cleaning/Repairs

Small Plumbing Jobs
Pruning of Trees
Concrete Jobs
Landscaping

Facebook - Merv The Handyman
Also Available Mulcher 

Wood Splitter
Two Ton Tip Truck, which comes with 

Two Awesome Guys

Merv 027 481 1882 

played exceptionally well. 
The team began seeded fifth in the competition and finished as Runners Up after playing teams from all 

around the Central area. They were only very narrowly defeated by Ohakune in the final who went ahead to the 
National Championships. 

Above: Jonathan Pauro, Aston Queripel, Boyd Loveridge, Scott Hale, Mathias Wharehoka and Mark Belchamber

On Sunday 23rd August we held the Gray Cup Mixed 
Couples Canadian Foursomes Net Competition. It was a 
cracker of a day and six teams entered. The winners 
were Chris and Patricia Smith with a nett 66. Runners 
Up: Basil Dodunski and Gail Herbert. Congratulations to 
the winners who seem to be carrying on their winning 
streak from last year! 

Above: Winners Chris and Patricia Smith

Inglewood Lions Donation
(Helen Whitcombe)
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Tuesday the 19th of August representatives of 
the Lions Club of Inglewood met with the 

members of the Taranaki Rescue Helicopter and Air 
Ambulance organisation to hand over the $10,000 dollar 
donation the club agreed to give towards an on call staff 
facility that is being established at the New Plymouth 
airport for pilots and medics who are on call for the 
Rescue Helicopter and Air Ambulance service.
This new building is now complete and ready for 
transport from Manor Homes on Ocean View Parade at 

Port Taranaki to its new home at the New Plymouth Airport. Finishing touches will be added to the building once 
it is on site, including a deck. This purpose built building includes an open planned living area, kitchen, laundry and 
six ensuite bedrooms. Total cost 
of this project is approximately 
$500,000 dollars .
We are looking forward to 
visiting the building once it is 
onsite and a finished product. 
S p o n so r  p l a q u e s  w e r e 
considered for the rooms but as 
only the staff will see these 
maybe a sponsors sign outside 
could be a better option.

Above: Members of Inglewood Lions and the
Taranaki Rescue Helicopter and Air Ambulance organisation 

It turns out getting dirty is not just good for 
kids, it is good for adults too. Letting 
children experience the world first hand 
helps them learn new things while they 
build and strengthen their immune systems. 
The same benefits are experienced by 
adults. Getting dirty together is a fun social 
activity. We get physical exercise which 
reduces stress and makes us feel 
better. Taking action deepens our 
connection to the environment and results 
in an improvement to the health of the 
forest in PG Nops reserve. This month ten 
of us spent one and half hours planting 60 
native plants, spreading wheelbarrows of bark around the plantings to suppress weeds, and picking up rubbish.  
Our next working bee is 1.00-3.00pm Sunday the 28th September. We meet at the Tawa Street entrance. We 
would love to see you there. If you would like to know more about our activities call Neil Chesterton on 027 221 
7712 or email chesterton@xtra.co.nz

Restore PG Nops Reserve 
August (Leigh Honnor)
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Above: Sean, Rory, Neil, Karen, Arana, Colt, Tony, Bob and Emily after a job well done

Inglewood Kyokushin Karate News (Shihan Les)
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The Inglewood Kyokushin Karate participated in the Stratford Novice Tournament on Saturday 23rd of 
August. There were ten Dojos from around the North island. 21 
students from the Inglewood club took part. The Tournament was 
made up in two parts. Kata (Forms) for the first half then after 

lunch it was the Kumite (Full contact Fighting).
Sixteen students entered in the Individual Kata and Teams Kata, coming 
out with a second in the Individual and a first in the Teams. Kata Division 
Three - Second - Isaac Roberts. Kata Teams Division Two - First - Aaron 
Smith, Justin Beretta and Joel Lewis.
Fourteen students entered in the Kumite, results were Girls - Division 
One First - Delta Ainsworth. Division Three First - Siddhika Rana. Division 
Four First - Taylor-Rose Wickham. Boys Division Two Second - Jack Hills. 
Girls Colts First - Eve Stevenson. Boys Colts Second - Ty Condon. Men's 
Lightweight Second - Justin Beretta.

Above: The Inglewood team that competed at Stratford
Below: Kumite

Above: Jack Hills fighting in the Kumite

These are the plants to add to your garden to ensure 
plenty of flowers, fruit and veggies this season. Pollinators 
like bees, butterflies and birds might be small, but their 
impact on our gardens is enormous.

flowering plants, including many of the fruits and 
vegetables we rely on every day, pollinator populations 
are declining due to habitat loss, pesticide use.
This is where your garden comes in by choosing 
pollinator-friendly plants, you can create a miniature 
ecosystem that provides vital food and shelter for these 
hard-working creatures.
Even a few well-placed blooms 
in a pot or planter can make a 
meaningful difference. And the 
best part? A pollinator-friendly 

environment. It results in 
healthier, more productive fruit 
trees and vegetable plants at 
home.

gardener or a seasoned green 

with purpose. Sunflowers, bees 
love them, and birds enjoy the 
s ee d s ,  Bo rage  b lo o ms 
continuously with edible 
flowers nasturtriums are edible 
as well and great for companion 
gardening. 
Sweet peas are great in vege 
gardens they add a pop of colour as well as bring bees to 
the garden so get out in the garden and start planting!

Gardening with Clueless
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Wait riki School Out-of-Zone Enrolments 2026
- -

- -

- -

2026 Enrolments for
Ratapiko School

Open for Year 1 - 8 students.
Looking for a rural school with a difference

and no enrolment scheme!
An inclusive, holistic and environmental learning programme. 

Or online www.ratapiko.school.nz
For further information email: admin@ratapiko.school.nz
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Historic Tarata Church Restored (Sarah Coogan)
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Done $50

R im u  Wa l l s , 
Ceiling and doors 
are glowing again.
We are delighted 
to announce that 
the Tarata Church 
has undergone a 
r e m a r k a b l e 
t r ans fo rma t i on 
this winter, with 
the restoration of 
its interior timber 
now complete.
This project has been an incredible community effort, and we want to give a huge thank you to the 24 people who 
generously donated their time. Over the course of three months, we held 22 working bees, where everyone 

-earned cuppa.
The groundwork for this project began in Spring 2024, when we restored the altar wall, and learnt the process 
along the way. It was quite the task - scrubbing away 120 years of beeswax and built-up residue. Using the Coopers 
product and method, volunteers worked with hot water, scrub pads and plenty of elbow grease to clean the 
timber, before giving it a new lease of life by brushing in a nourishing moisturizer.
A very special thank you to Aaron George from AG Builders for generously loaning two scaffolds for the project. 

To celebrate this achievement, a special service will be 
held at the Tarata Church on Sunday 21 September, 
2.00pm led by Rev Geoff Rodley. Everyone is warmly 
invited to attend and witness the beautifully restored 
Church for themselves.  

A Night at the Fire Station (Vida Harkness)

Page 11Issue 397

Another fantastic 
turnout for our 
August Inglewood 

After 5, this time hosted at the 
Inglewood Fire Station. The 
station buzzed with energy, 
though, to the disappointment of 
a few hopefuls, the fire siren 
stayed silent, meaning no 
impromptu joyrides in the fire 
truck!

delivered a delicious spread that 
kept spirits high and plates full. 
Following the feast, Chairperson 
Marie Pearce introduced our 
guest speaker: Cameron Gillespie, 
Fire Chief and cornerstone of the 
Inglewood Volunteer Fire Brigade 
for an incredible 40 years.
While Pungarehu may boast the 
Barrett brothers in the All 
Blacks, Inglewood proudly 
claims the Gillespie legacy. 
Cameron has not only served 
the brigade with distinction, but 
all three sons have been part of 
the team, true local heroes in 
every sense.
The Brigade currently has 39 
members, including nine women 
who undergo the same rigorous 
t ra in i ng  as  the i r  ma le 
counterparts. No shortcuts, no 
exceptions, just pure dedication. 
With a history stretching back 131 years, the Brigade 
predates the town itself. Last year alone, they responded 

While false alarms are part of the job, most responses 
involve motor vehicle accidents and where there are 
cardiac arrest emergencies the Brigade now supports 
ambulance crews.
The current station was built in 1999 and expanded in 

well-equipped for any emergency. One bittersweet 
update: the fire siren is now silenced between 8.00pm and 
7.00am, a change met with audible groans from nostalgic 
locals. It even sparked a question: does anyone remember 
when the noon siren stopped?
A huge thank you to Robert and Jane for keeping the 
drinks flowing behind the bar, and to Christine for her 
warm welcome at the door. Nights like these remind us 
of the strength and spirit of our community and the 
incredible people who keep us safe.

Above: Brigade members Cameron Gillespie, Ritchie Kuklinski and Andrew Cotter
Below: After 5 attendees Mike Davey, Valda Hinz, Richard and Anne Jordan

News from Marinoto Home and 
Hospital Care (Lyn Swete)

Marinoto, with our residents enjoying 
a variety of engaging activities and 
special outings.

with the first of our four Christmas cakes now 
baked, filling the rest home with the wonderful 
aroma of fruit and spices. Residents lent a hand 
with the mixing, and even a few cherries made it 
into the final batter!
A special thank you to Robyn Freeman for leading 
our monthly church service, your time and care are 
truly appreciated.
On August 14th, we welcomed the little ones from 
Inglewood Childcare. Their songs and laughter 
brought joy to all, and our residents enjoyed singing 
along. Heartfelt thanks to the teachers for 

facilitating these precious intergenerational 
moments.
A highlight of the week was a trip to the Val Deakin 
Dance Theatre to enjoy - a 
heart warming and energetic performance. Thank 
you to Shelley, Jane, and all the performers. The 
outing ended with fish and chips by the sea, where a 
playful dog provided bonus entertainment. We were 
also privileged to host David Scott, a tugboat 
worker, who gave a fascinating talk complete with a 
scale model. His engaging session sparked many 
questions and memories. Finally, we proudly 
supported Daffodil Day, with generous contributions 
from both staff, residents and their families, thank 
you for your ongoing kindness and community spirit.
Visitors are always welcome-come in for a chat or a 
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In a heartfelt and well-
d e s e r v e d  mo m e n t  o f 
recognition, Jocelyn (Jos) 
Merwood was awarded the 

prestigious Financial Mentor of the Year title at the 
annual Stronger Together Building Financial 
Capability Conference, held in Auckland last 
Wednesday.
Known quietly in the sector as a powerhouse of 
compassion and competence, Jos is the long-serving 
Manager of the New Plymouth Budget Advisory 
Service, where she has led a dedicated team of six 
for the past 13 years. Her work touches the lives of 
thousands, yet she consistently avoids the spotlight, 
preferring instead to focus on her mission: stopping 
mortgagee sales, repossessions, and helping families 
regain control of their finances and futures.
The judges commended Jos for her relentless dedication, wide-reaching impact, and her role as a mentor to both 
clients and fellow financial professionals. She is also a NZ FinCap facilitator, training new financial mentors across 
the region, and regularly runs financial literacy programs such as Managing Your Money and Ready to Rent. Her 
work also extends to running the Inglewood clinic, ensuring services are accessible to those in smaller communities.
Six years ago, Jos co-founded the Total Money Management scheme, a highly successful initiative supporting people 
to budget proactively, save consistently, and meet annual financial commitments without crisis. Under her 
leadership, the New Plymouth team now supports approximately 1,700 individuals and families each year, many 
with highly complex financial needs.
Prior to her role in the community sector, Jos spent 20 years in the finance industry, bringing a wealth of technical 
knowledge into her mentoring and management. Never one to rest on her achievements, she has recently 
completed the final assessment towards becoming a certified Financial Adviser.

Jocelyn Merwood Named
Financial Mentor of the Year
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Above: Jos with her certificate and Waka trophy and the New Plymouth Budget Advisory team 

SACRED HEART
PARISH  

INGLEWOOD
MASS TIMES

Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 10.00am
Saturday 9.00am
(Every 1st, 3rd & 5th

Saturday)
Sunday 10.30am

Everyone 
Welcome

Daffodil Day Colouring Competition (Alethea George)
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Daffodil Day
Raffle Results

Cheese Board - Betty Dombroski
Box Yellow Groc - David Meharry
Daffodil Day Pack - Tania Shepherd

Chemist Gift Pack - Diksha
Gardening Pack - Marie Pearce

Gift Pack No. 1 - Cliff
Christmas Cake - Sandy

Hoya Plant - David Meharry
Groc Bin No 1 - Lorraine Meharry

Café vouchers - Loraine Reeve
Screwdriver Set - Gail Jackson
Groc Bin Large -  Warren Gill

Wine Set - Nola Verry
Jigsaw - Mary Coombes

Bike - Warren Gill
Groc Bin No 2 -  Peter Rawles

The annual daffodil day colouring competition was well supported with 197 
entries from six schools. The Inglewood library staff had the hard job of 

choosing the winners in the three age groups and apologise for not having room in 
their window to display them all. Sincere thanks to the library for all they do for this 
competition.
The winners are: 11+years: First - Jett, Egmont Village School, 11 years old, Second -
Gavin Procter, Waitoriki School, 12 years old. Third - Krystel T, Egmont Village 
School, 12 years old. 8-10 years: First - Maggie George, Norfolk School, 9 years old. 
Second - Sabina Monforte, St. Patricks School, 8 years old. Third - Stephanie, 
Kaimata School, 8 years old. 5-7 years: First - Briar Upton, Norfolk School, 7 years 
old. Second - Ruby Duynhoven, Egmont Village School, 7 years old. Third - Max 
Kennedy, Norfolk School, 5 years old.

Builder 
Available
Decks, Fences, 

Steps
Landings

Boardwalks 
and more

Design and 
Build

Experienced
027 2489 193

Calvin

Coming Events
Please advise of your event
7567030 
moamail@funho.com
Inglewood Heritage Exhibition

History of Moa Street
Mon - Fri 10.00am - 4.00pm
Sat/Sun and Public Holidays 
10.00am - 2.00pm

Every Wednesday Free Meals 
St Andrews Nearly New Shop 
5.00pm 6.00pm

Ing Family History Group
Meetings - Inglewood Library
Mon & Thursday 

Meet the Candidates Meeting 
Rotary House
Fri 5 Sep - 7.00pm

Inglewood Athletic Club AGM
Sun 7 Sept - 7.00pm
TET Stadium All Welcome

Taranaki Women's Refuge 
Pop Up Shop
Sat 20 Sep - Sun 28 Sep
9.00 am -5.00pm daily

Tarata Church Special Service 
Sunday 21 Sept 2.00pm
Led by Rev Geoff Rodley

PG Nops Working Bee
Sun 28 Sept 1.00-3.00pm
Neil on 027 221 7712

Mt Egmont 4wd Club Pairs 
Sat 18 Oct 9.00am Cash only
300 Lower Durham Road

Left: Winners

Below: Entries in the 
library window

Page 15Issue 397

Lions News
Work has started at the new maize maze site. 
While still on Windsor Road it is now opposite 
the old maze site. On Friday 23rd August the 

trench was excavated for the laying of the power cable, 
which will be connected to the maze kiosk once placed into 
position.

Left: Kevin 
Knowles (work 
supervisor) and 

Lion George 
Buchanan, 

trench 
operator 

Right: Lion 
Peter Winter 
takes a break 

while Lion Rob 
Bishop (shovel 

operator) 
watches on
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