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Your Kiwibank Local Hero Medallists

Above: Donna Baker, Rory Gardiner and Rob Maetzig

These local heroes - Donna Baker, Rory Gardiner and Rob Maetzig have made a positive 
difference in our corner of Aotearoa. While they have been nominated by specific 
groups they all are known in our community for volunteering and making a difference in 

more than one way. They demonstrate selflessness and determination in their efforts. Whether their impact is in a 
particular field, or courageously overcoming personal adversity, their contributions are truly inspiring to inspire all. 
Nominees of this Award must: Be an individual who has made (or is making) a significant contribution to their 
region, town, suburb, community (be it geographical community, or community of specific interest), iwi, or local 
group. Have had significant impact over the last 12 months. Be a role model for New Zealanders and highlight 
selflessness for their community. Full individual stories on page three.
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Moa Mail Comments

Country Calendar. This final show for the year was a inspirational story that we can 

Farmer Rosie Dowling is a true example of resilience.
On a completely different note and one that I always write about this time of year. 
Do not put yourself in debt to make others happy!!! Each year we have the pressure 
of trying to purchase gifts for Christmas and a lot of the time this is an extra expense 
that is not affordable. A home made gift sometimes is way more treasured than a 
brought one. Think about giving second hand gifts, toys, clothes that have more life 
left. This time of year is about spending time with loved ones, it is not supposed to 
be stressful and causing debt for the next year. 

Moa Mail Team

Rotary News 
Thank you to the Inglewood Community that have already been so 
generous in giving to our collection of Christmas Gifts for the children 
in need in our community. 

The library will accept gifts up to Friday 13th BUT if you cannot make it in to the 
library to make your donation and wish to give, 
bring it with you to the Lions Christmas Parade in 
Inglewood at 12 noon on Saturday the 14th

December. 
The Rotary Elves now have their stockings 
mended and they will be looking out for you in 
the crowd. 
Coming up in January is our 29th Charity Car 
Show being held at Inglewood High School.  This 

th

Jubilee Calendar and are expecting a large 
number of visitors.  
Thank you to our major sponsor Kevin of  CSR 
Custom Street Rides and Walsh Autos Limited 
for coming on board again this year.  Our 
beneficiaries this year are Conductive Education 
(Taranaki), Life Education Trust (Taranaki) and 
Inglewood Playcentre.  
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Donna Baker - Donna has been a cornerstone of the 
Taranaki Cancer Society since the early 2000s, dedicating 
her time to a variety of roles that aim to uplift and support those affected by cancer. She 
began with home visits and client drives, and has gone on to become a key player in 
organising oncology morning and afternoon teas, as well as supporting events like Relay 
for Life and Daffodil Day. One of her standout contributions has been taking charge of 

100 cancer survivors, ensuring they have a memorable day and a delicious meal all 
prepared with the help of enthusiastic volunteers.
In addition to her efforts with the Cancer Society, Donna also volunteers with the 
Inglewood Lions, and is known to be ready and willing to lend a hand wherever needed. 
Balancing these commitments with a full-time job, she brings passion and positivity to the 
Taranaki community, and her impact is felt far and wide. 
Rory Gardiner - Rory has been a dedicated volunteer at The Junction Reuse Shop 
since February 2022, helping reduce electrical waste and promote sustainability. The 
Junction, a collaboration between New Plymouth District Council, WISE Charitable 
Trust, and Sustainable Taranaki, is a community hub focused on reducing waste, offering 
educational workshops, tours, and a reuse shop.

attitude, ready to dive into the work of diverting waste from landfills and ensuring 
materials are recycled. His diligence and willingness to learn have made him a valuable 
part of the team, while his friendly demeanour and love of a good chat bring joy to the 

and his friendly presence creates welcoming and inspiring atmosphere for both 
volunteers and visitors alike. 
Rob Maetzig - For over four years, Rob has been a dedicated volunteer with the East 
Taranaki Environment Trust (ETET), offering invaluable expertise in journalism and 
media to support local conservation efforts. His contribution includes transforming 

and impact. Rob also taps into his personal networks to secure essential funding and 
sponsorship, ensuring the long-term sustainability of the project.
Recently appointed as chair of the board of trustees, Rob's leadership and advocacy are 

mission forward. Beyond his 
work with ETET, Rob is 
actively involved with Rotary, 
further demonstrating his 
passion for community service. 

conservation and his leadership 
in local projects make him a 
respected and valued figure in 
the Taranaki region. 

Merv The Handyman
Looks At All Jobs

Fencing and Decking
New Guttering

Guttering Cleaning/Repairs
Small Plumbing Jobs

Pruning of Trees
Concrete Jobs 

Facebook - Merv The Handyman
Also Available Mulcher 

Wood Splitter
Two Ton Tip Truck, which comes with 

Two Awesome Guys 
New Build Carport and Sheds

Landscaping

Merv 027 481 1882 

Rainfall November 2024
(Mary Boekman/Alan Armitage)

Rainfall for November 2024: 9.5 mm
Rainfall for November 2023: 257 mm
No of Rain days for November: 2024: 13
No of Rain days for November: 2023: 13
Total rainfall so far for 2024: 2174 mm
Total rainfall for 2023: 2556 mm

Your Kiwibank Local Hero Medallists Continued    IA5 at The Hive (Vida Harkness)

             INGLEWOOD FIRST
             TRUST

CHRISTMAS IA5 DINNER
WEDNESDAY 18TH DECEMBER - 5.15PM

VERTICAL HORIZONS CHILDRENS HOLIDAY CAMP
572 EVERETT ROAD, INGLEWOOD 

TAKE TARATA ROAD, LEFT ON TO BRISTOL ROAD THEN LEFT ONTO EVERETT ROAD 
COME AND ENJOY SOME CHRISTMAS CHEER

WONDERFUL FOOD AND VIEW THE FABULOUS FACILTIES THAT VERTICAL 
HORISONS HAS TO OFFER

SEE YOU THERE - COST $5.00 PER PERSON 
RSVP TO VIDA PLEASE

THIS IS ESENTIAL FOR CATERING BY 13TH DECEMBER
(PLEASE NOTE RSVP DATE)

inglewoodfirst@gmail.com or phone/txt 021 1840842
Payment to Inglewood First Trust A/C 15-3946-0391253-00

Also Payment at the door
MARIE PEARCE. INGLEWOOD FIRST TRUST CHAIRPERSON 0273092221
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turnout. Clair Marshall, the owner of The Hive, hosted the evening alongside Raewyn. Clair spoke 
about the changes she is implementing in her store, primarily driven by the semi-retirement of her 

long-time employee, David Fowler. Clair mentioned that with David doing less hours she decided to phase out the 
Men's Section in her store, as she felt she lacked sufficient knowledge about men's clothing. Clair also welcomed 
back to her store Raewyn after a years 
absence.
Clair also addressed the current challenges 
faced by retailers and expressed her 
gratitude for the support from 
organisations like Inglewood First Trust. 
Clair emphasised that not many 
communities are as fortunate to have such 
a dedicated organisation working for their 
benefit.
Our next Inglewood After 5 event will be a 
Christmas dinner to be held at Vertical 
Horizon on Wednesday, 18 December 
commencing at 5.15pm. If you plan to 
a t t e n d ,  p l e a s e  R S V P  t o 
ing lewoodfi rst@gmai l .com by 13 
December.  It is crucial for caterers to have 
an accurate headcount, as unexpected 
attendees can complicate the catering 
arrangements. Usual door entry charge of 
$5 per person.

Above: Marie Pearce Chairperson, Inglewood First Trust, Clair Marshall 

Gardening Clues with Sue (Sue Marsh)

Golf News (Debbie Oulsnam)

At our AGM on 
T u e s d a y  1 9 
November Basil 
Dodunski  and 
Sharron Joseph 
were elected as 
New Life Members. 
Errol Richardson 
was elected as 
Patron to the club. 
Our many thanks 
to you for all your 
hard work and 
dedication. 
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Above left: New life members Basil Dodunski and Sharron Joseph 
Above Right: Patron of the club Errol Richardson and his wife Cath 

December, the month of the year that can hastily turn the 
garden from the early orderly planting into a fast growing, weedy patch if we get 
seasonal drizzly humid weather. It is the time of the year that is great for planting, 
warm evenings and overnight temperatures much more conducive to good growth. 

the cool of our summer evenings. Watering pots and gardens at this time will be 
more beneficial, as it gives time for the plants to absorb the moisture.
Stuck for ideas, why not think of a gardening gift this Christmas, choose from 
seeds, gloves, garden ornaments, plants, pruners just to name a few. We are very 
happy to make your gift basket up once you have chosen your items, and 
remember a gardener can be a beginner, so maybe a great way to get them 
interested.
Thank you to all those who shop locally and entered into our recent promotion to 
win one of three prizes of a store credit. Congratulations to Melissa Wood who 
won $1000 store credit, and to our $250 winners, Robyn Freeman and Jane 
Molloy. They are sure to enjoy their prizes and are all very deserving recipients.
As we all get busy over the next few weeks, keep up with the lawns, spray your weeds, freshen up your potted 
containers, and enjoy your vegetables straight from your garden. Keep vigilant for fungal and bug issues which can 
occur overnight after a raining spell and treat accordingly. Enjoy the hustle and bustle of the next few weeks, and if 

Enrolment at Inglewood School is governed by an enrolment scheme, details of which are 
available on the school website or from the school office.

The board is now inviting applications from parents who wish to enrol their children at 
Inglewood Primary School starting within Term 1 2025.

All applications must be received by 3.00pm Monday 27 January for Term 1 2025.
If a ballot for out of zone places is required, it will be held on Wednesday 29 January 2025.

Parents will be informed of the outcome of the ballot within three school days of the ballot being held.
The board has determined that 20 places from Year 1-6 are likely to be available for out-of-zone students within 
Term 1 2025. The exact number of places will depend on the number of applications received from students who 

child at any time during the year should notify the school to assist the school to plan appropriately.
The application form for enrolment is available from the school website, or from the school office.

Please note, that if the number of out-of-zone applications exceeds the number of places available, students will be 
selected by ballot. Parents will be informed of the outcome of the ballot within three school days of the ballot being held.

Details relating to the next enrolment period Term 2 2025 will be published March 2025.
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Coming 
NPDC$220

In week six of term Inglewood Primary School performed 
three sold out shows of "The IPS Walt Disney 
Production". It was a colourful performance with each of 

the  16  cl as ses having 
choreographed their own 
dance to a song from their 
favourite Disney Movie. The 
costumes were amazing and the 
tamariki were very keen to 
share their performing arts 
skills for the first time since 
2018. From Snow White and 
Smurfs to Cars, Moana and 
Lion King the performance 
covered many decades of 
Disney Movies. The week was 
enjoyed by all that attended.  

Inglewood Primary School Production (Tracy White) Inglewood Food Collection Drive 
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It was a real privilege to be part of the Annual 
Inglewood food drive, organised brilliantly as ever by 
The Bunns/Harcourts. So many people stepped up and 
volunteered and showed how we can all work 

There was a huge pile of food for all the volunteers, led by The 
Bunns/Harcourts, to organise and divide between all of us who are 
committed to you our community. Thank you Inglewood for your 
generosity because of you our shelves are looking healthier and 
we look forward to serving anyone who needs our help any 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. (If you missed the food 
drive and would still like to give something, we are always happy to 
receive your donations! This year (to date) we have given away 261 
pre-cooked meals into the community; 447 hot lunches have been 
served at the Friday community lunch; we have given out 271 
emergency food parcels (each parcel will last a family four days); 
we have distributed 614 supplementary food packages (up to six 

shelf sees up to 12 visitors per day.  We are so grateful to all of you who donated 
This will be our last Moa Mail entry of the year (and we are incredibly grateful to them for publishing our articles), 
so Inglewood Community and Food Hub would like to thank all of you for your fantastic support this year and wish 
everyone a very happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.  Our last community lunch will be on Friday 13th

December and we close on 20th December, reopening on 20th January 2025 with some new ideas and initiatives!  
Meri kimihimete - he mea nui ake te aroha

          Inglewood Community and Food Hub (Mark Belchamber)

Above: Helen Belchamber and Jody Hall 
preparing the barbecue to feed all the volunteers



Inglewood Volunteer Fire Brigade 
Celebrates Their Station turning 25

(Nicky Kuklinski)
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On the 16th October 1999 the new fire station 
was officially opened on the same site as the 
previous fire station.
While our brigade has been running for 130 

years, our fire station is only 25 years old and on Saturday 
19th October we celebrated this with the community by 
having an open day. It was great to see so many people 
coming down and joining in the activities that were planned -
evacuating our smoke filled fire safety house, making fire 
engines, dressing up like fire fighters (enjoyed by both 
parents and children) and watching the demonstrations that 
were put on of a car being cut up.
standby at our station and were showing people through 
their ambulance. Check out our Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/InglewoodFire to see some of the videos 
from the day. We would like to thank the Inglewood 
community for coming and supporting us on this day and we 
would especially like to thank our sponsors Inglewood Development 
Trust, Chooks Trailers, Farmlands and Bryce Hollands.

Above left: The last cut is being made on the car before the roof is removed
Above right: People evacuating the fire safety house

St Andrews News (Graeme Sykes)

Athletic Club (Sandra Moratti)
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The 2024 athletics season is well underway. 
Club nights have been well attended and are 

in full swing. Those under seven, get two runs down the 
track from 6.30pm and then head home. The sevens and 
over get to improve their skills at a couple of field events 
each week (a jump and a throw) and get their run or 
walk in with a couple of track events. They enjoy having a 
go and we love seeing that their performances improve. 
As always, we thank the clubs long standing stalwarts 

without parent help if you have been helping, thank 
you. 

New helpers are always welcome. For those that want to be more than a helper while following your children 
around in our sport, there are Officials Courses that we can direct you to.
Coming up at Inglewood on Sunday 15 December 2024 starting at 10.00am athletes seven and up will be in action 
at our Ribbon Day. Come on down the next Zoe Hobbs, Tom Walsh or Hamish Kerr might be your child or 
grandchild or niece or nephew or friend! 
There will be some drinks and sausages on sale at lunch time. After Christmas, some of our young athletes will 
head off to the Colgate 
Games in Hastings or 
Christchurch. We look 
forward to hearing of 
their achievements. Last 
Club night for 2024 will 
be 18 December, 
sta rti ng again on 
Wednesday 29 January 
2025 at 6.30pm. 
Wishing everyone a 
great festive season and 
all the best for 2025.

Above: Stalwarts - Colin Gibbon, Theresa Gibbon and Barry Gladding. 

raise funds for the restoration project. The 
Fete will run from Monday 16 December to 
Saturday 21 December 10.00 - 4.00pm.
There will be activities, music, produce, arts, 

crafts, plants, food and much more. A chance to find last 
minute gifts and the fete will change daily so try to visit more 
than once. The Fete will be held at the St Andrews Hall and 
Green on Brown Street. It's not too late to book a 
stall, contact Contact Gayleen 0273327111. All funds go 
towards the St Andrew's Restoration Account.

Lions News  (Wendy Otene)
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Inglewood Lions held their Annual Senior Citizen Christmas 
Luncheon on Wednesday 27th November. This year it was held at 
the TET Stadium Centre in Inglewood, with 114 people coming along 
there was plenty of room for everyone to comfortably move around. 

Selena from Outpost catered for it and did an outstanding job, everybody was 
very impressed. The Stratford Singers were the entertainment and this was also 
very much enjoyed by the guests. As usual the man in red visited, it would not 

usual raffles were up for grabs and these were won by Anne Jordan, Henry 
Brown, Mike Webber and Judy Barnes and Pat Lynch.

th December starting at 

would like to enter, please phone either Peter on 0274411622 or Katrina on 
0272498025. As Christmas fast approaches, Lions will be selling their famous 
Christmas cakes, these will be the usual $25. These make great gifts to family 
and friends, also a really good idea to give to staff for their Christmas bonus. If 
you are interested in ordering Christmas cakes, please phone Graham Robinson 
on 0211425920.
Lions also collect eye glasses which go over to the Islands to provide much 
needed help to people in need. If you have any that are no longer needed, 

p l e a s e  p h o n e 
G r a h a m  o n 
0211425920  to 
arrange drop off or 
pick up. Many 
thanks. If you would 
like to join Lions or 
come along to take a 
look at what we do 
p l e a se  co n ta c t 
W e n d y  o n 
0272666307  or 
Graham o n 
0211425920.

Left top: Inglewood 
Lions helping with the 
man in red Left: The 

Stratford Singers
Right: Raffle winners 

from top: Anne 
Jordan, Henry Brown, 

Mike Webber and  
Pat Lynch and

Judy Barnes

Five weeks of team competition has finished at the Inglewood Squash Club. Six teams of eight 
competed against one another to see which team could accumulate the most points.  
The Concreters came out as the winners with the Plumbers in second place. The club appreciated the 

to lucky losers! Courtney Valentine and Ellah Foreman were the two players winning prizes for the most individual 
points won over the five weeks. 

Squash News (Pauline Stachurski)
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Chris Gyde, Paul Howell, Peter van Dyk and Steve Sabine from Inglewood Bowling Club were 
runners up in the Taranaki Centre Fours tournament. They beat teams from Paritutu, Tower 
(Hawera) and Rahotu Bowling Clubs in section play to qualify for the semi-final. They beat another 

Tower team in the semi-final to make it to the final, where they played a top West End team, led by Craig De Faria, 
who beat them at Manaia Bowling Club in challenging weather conditions. Congratulations for making the final.  
Well done to Craig and his team for winning and thank you to Manaia for hosting us.
On Wednesday 20th November, we completed our Bowls3Five Club Championship tournament. Congratulations to 

in the Taranaki Champion of Champions competition next year. The winner of that will go through to the National 
Champion of Champions competition. Good luck team.
On Friday 29th November, we hosted our annual Over 80s Triples Tournament. Teams came from all over 
Taranaki and a great day was had by all. Murray Coleman, Carol Pearce and John Ryan from Lepperton were the 
winners of the tournament. The Walsh brothers, Brian, Tony and Mike were the runners up and Nigel Newton, 
Noel Probyn and Dave Johnston 
came 3rd. Summerset Retirement 
Villages sponsored the tournament.
Remember that you are always 
welcome to come and watch bowls 
at the Club any time there is 
something happening. Let us know if 
you are interested in giving bowls a 
go or would like to organise a work 
event at the Club. Every Friday night 
we have a social evening at the club 
from about 4:30pm. These evenings 
are open to members, social 
members, sponsors and guests of 
Club members. Please see a Club 
member if you are interested in 
coming along.

Above: Chris Gyde, Paul Howell, Peter van Dyk and Steve Sabine runners up 
Taranaki Centre Fours Tournament

Bowling Club News (Peter van Dyk)

Above: Winning Team - Ayden Queripel, Shaun Valentine (sponsor) Bryan Barraclough, Stephanie Valentine, Chris Kempson, 
Janet Andrews, Tom Morrison and Kieran Honnor

Ratapiko School Carves Up Auckland (Stu Young)
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It's finally happening, the ambitious whole-school camp that has been generously supported by our 
community is into its fourth day. The kids were warmly welcomed into the Hoani Waititi Marae 
on Monday, it has been our home away from home since. Auckland zoo was excellent on Tuesday
Wednesday had an awesome morning at "Snow planet" where all our kids had success at skiing, 

mostly for the first time!
Today we are having a blast at Rainbows End. The kids and parents are hanging together well despite the busy 
schedule, a great team. It has been a 
privilege to be immersed in a real life 
working marae and experience their 
Manakitanga. 
Thanks to our Principal Victoria for 
showing us into her world, and our team 
of camp parents who have all made it easy. 
The kids will remember this forever!

Top: A fearsome defence unit Above: A careful escort 
Left Adison and Heath at Snow Planet 

Please Keep 
Sending Your 

Photos,  Articles 
Reports and 

Adverts

This is your 
Community 
Newspaper
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Builder 
Available

Decks, 
Fences etc
Design and 

Build 
Services

Experienced
027 248 9193 
or txt Calvin

Coming Events
Please advise of your event
7567030 moamail@funho.com

Inglewood Heritage Exhibition

Displays for Inglewood Library, 
County Council Office and  
the Cenotaph.
Mon - Fri 10.00am - 4.00pm
Sat/Sun and Public Holidays 
10.00am - 2.00pm

Age Concern Inglewood Social 
Afternoons EOY Breakup 
Thurs 12 Dec -12.30pm
Group Pot Luck Lunch & Gift 
Exchange. 6 Mamaku St
Pauline 06 759 9196 
Back  13 of Feb 2025

Christmas Parade
Sat 14 Dec - 12.00pm

Summer Fete Market

Dec 16-21st table booking call 
Gayleen 0273327111

Ing First Trust Christmas IA5
Vertical Horizon 18 Dec 
5.15pm $5pp RSVP by 13 Dec 
inglewoodfirst@gmail.com 

Christmas Carols

Sunday 22 Dec 7.00pm

Inglewood 150th Jubilee
Sat 25 Jan and Sun 26 Jan

PG Nops Working Bee
Sunday 26 Jan 1.00-3.00pm
Meet at Tawa Street Entrance
Neil 027 221 7712 

Inglewood First Trust Street 
Party for AmeriCARna 
Thursday 20 February 4-8pm

WOMAD
14 to 16 March 2025

Sewing, 
Dressmaking
& Mending

Ring for 
Appointment

on
021 027 22476

www.gabriele.co.nz

Carpet 
& Upholstery 

Cleaning
$35.00 per room

$25.00 per seat

Ring for free 
quote on

021 222 3348

Hungry Hammer
Construction

Qualified Builder
Decks Fences - Concrete 

Handyman jobs around the house
Phone Shannon 027 950 9768

SACRED HEART PARISH INGLEWOOD

MASS TIMES
Tuesday 9.00am

Thursday 10.00am
Saturday 9.00am

(Every 1st, 3rd & 5th Saturday)

Sunday 10.30am
CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASS

Tuesday 24th December
Carols starts at 5.00pm
Mass starts at 5.30pm

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS
Wednesday 25th December at 10.00am
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Kaimata School News 
Last Wednesday Kaimata School had some special visitors, both the Ross Brown Trophy, the 
Ranfurly Shield and Neil Barnes, (Taranaki Bulls coach) visited. We had photos with these special 
shields and of course the McLeod Shield that our senior students won earlier this year. A huge 
thank you to Kiri Longworth for organising the visit.
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