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Last Thursday evening Fun Ho! Toys and the Fun 
Ho! Toy Museum featured on Seven Sharp. 
Carolyn Robinson, journalist for Seven Sharp, 
had visited the week before, filming, interviewing 

and photographing. The clip depicted the Fun Ho! Toy story 
giving the background on the start with Jack Underwood in 

makers Richard Jordan and Phillippa Peters. Fun Ho! Toys 
was, during its peak time, New Zealand's biggest toy maker, 

employing over 200 people at the factory, which was originally on 
Mamaku Street in Inglewood. When the factory shut down in the 
eighties due to imports taking over and making it uneconomical the Fun 
Ho! Toy Museum was brought into being by the Inglewood Development 
Trust. The Museum is run by the Inglewood Development Trust with 
Fun Ho! Toys (privately owned) operating out of the museum. 
Carolyn enjoyed her visit exploring the process of toy making from start to finish and even having the opportunity 

Seven Sharp Visits Fun Ho! Toys

Above: Phillippa and Richard being interviewed by Carolyn

Above: Carolyn sandcasting a toy
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DAFFODIL DAY is this Friday (25 August). Please come and support your local 
Cancer Society. Cancer is a hideous disease that takes loved ones from us. It affects 
those who actually have the disease, those surrounding the one that is having the 
battle of their life, it really has such far reaching trauma. 
Please come along and support the cause, the stall will be outside the Fun Ho! Toy 
Museum. You are welcome to donate produce etc or you can purchase raffle tickets 
or some of the produce. 
There will be some lovely 
daffodils to purchase as well.
Cancer has effected us all in 
some way shape or form and 
these funds can help to ease 
the impact. 

The Moa Mail Team

Inglewood High School News (Delavan Mackey)

On Thursday 27th July, the Journalism Club enjoyed a meeting about 
careers in journalism with Mr Matthew Rilkoff Taranaki Regional Editor 

. He shared many 
interesting stories, explained the highs and lows of journalism and answered a 
multitude of questions from the students.

Above: Students listening to Matt Rilkoff from the Taranaki Daily News  
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Squash News (Pauline Stachurski)

The Squash Club has a number of 
promising Juniors, meaning they are under 
19 years of age. At the recent club 

championships the skills of these juniors were amazing. 
Each and everyone of them, have a great squashing 
future ahead of them.

Above: J Graders - Karlin Snowden (winner), Aston Queripel 
Right: Juniors - Thomas Chapple (winner), Jonathan Chapple and Felix Maessen
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Durham WI August Report (Christine Fitz Patrick)

Our evening excursion was filled with appreciation, 
awe and nostalgia as we visited two local attractions. 
Richard Jordan was our charming host and fount of 

information at our first venue. We really should have allowed more 
time as there was so much more to investigate and many more 
questions that could have been asked. Despite having visited 
previously with grandchildren I really had little idea of the history 
and depth of information contained behind the doors of The 
Inglewood Information Centre and Fun Ho! National Toy Museum.  
Currently there is also an impressive Heritage Centre display 
documenting the long history of the Inglewood Band Rotunda and 
Brass Band. The extensive collection of iconic Fun Ho toys, original 
moulding plates, interactive displays and functioning toy factory are 
absolutely fascinating. The story of the development and obvious 
success of the venture testament to excellent vision and hard work.  
It builds on the legacy of Jack Underwood and a sideline that then 

expanded to 50 years 
of manufacturing a 
popular range of 
sturdy aluminum toys until cheaper toy imports found their way to 
New Zealand shores.  We also had a peek at the enormous printer 
that produces the wonderful editions of the Moa Mail. Over 2700 
copies now churned out in 24 hours.  Sandra Rowan warmly 

destination. Sandra has been doing puzzles since she was three years 
old and in her current display were examples from the 1950s right up 
to present day acquisitions. We were all blown away by the stunning 
feature wall comprised of 18,000 pieces that took her 300 hours to 
assemble! I think everyone was surprised by the variety of puzzle 
types - not just your regular 2-D creations. Funk Fish punctually 
provided our tasty take-away dinner which we enjoyed at Karen and 
Nigel Smiths home in front of a cosy fire. After the formal part of our 
meeting the much anticipated supper and cuppa concluded a very 
interesting evening. Inglewood has many excellent reasons and 
activities to attract locals and visitors. We should be proud.Above: Richard Jordan sharing his knowledge

Above: Sandra Rowan outside her Jigsaw Studio 

Gardening Clues With Sue (Sue Marsh )
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Hungry Hammer
Construction

Qualified Builder
Decks Fences - Concrete 

Handyman jobs around the house
Phone Shannon 027 950 9768

Typically, August always feels like 

fine weather over the last six months. We now look forward 
to longer days on the horizon, but it does mean, we can get 
our gardens ready for the coming growing season. So once 
the weather allows, prepare your soil, remove all the weeds 
and dig the soil over. Break up any lumps and bumps with 
your spade. Add compost and sheep pellets and dig through 
the top layer of soil. If you are using your homemade 
compost dig that in now, it will need a few weeks to settle 
before you plant. Plant seedlings of Broccoli, cauliflower, 
leeks, silverbeet, onion, spinach, cabbage, and lettuce. Sow 
peas, plant the seeds directly into the ground, they prefer 
the cooler early spring weather. Protect from any late frosts. 
Sow seeds of Cabbage, kale, cauliflower, lettuce, celery, 
onion, broccoli, silverbeet, carrots and spinach. Protect from 
the cold, transplant to the garden as the weather warms and 
when they are showing at least two sets of true leaves. 
Remember to protect all seedlings from slugs and snails, they 

love tender seedlings and the 
wet weather! Herbs can go 
in the ground or in pots, most herbs are companion plants to vegetables so keep 
them close to maximise their benefits.
Plant new Strawberries, add strawberry food to the soil as you plant and at the 
same time give your older plants a side dressing. Pinch out the very first flowers to 
let the plant become more established, you will get a better harvest. Rhubarb can 
be planted, add blood and bone to the soil as you plant. Use the blood and bone 
around existing plants as well, water in the fertiliser. Feed your passionfruit vines 
with citrus fertiliser, they are heavy feeders so be generous. New season Feijoas 
can be planted, add blood and bone to the soil as you plant, and feed your existing 
trees with a long-
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Recently the Inglewood Lions held a successful 
fertilser drive. We had a good turnout of Lions 
members as well as eight girls and four parents 
from the Inglewood Girls Rugby team who also 
came along to help. At our social meeting we 

had Denise Loveridge and Peter Ayles from Inglewood 
Welfare Trust and also David Powell representing the 
Inglewood District Nurse Trust. They all gave us an 
insight into what the Trusts do and also the financial 
strain on them. As we had five Mondays in July we 
decided to have a night out. We went to Bowlarama then 
to Ate Fortyone for a meal after. A good fun night with 
lots of laughs. The 202D Junior speechmakers completion for the Inglewood district is being held on Sunday 10 
September at Sacred Heart Church Hall Inglewood. The 
primary schools have been notified. Also the Peace poster 
competition will be held in conjunction with this event. If you 
are interested in finding out more about becoming a Lion 
contact Wendy Otene 027 266 6307.

Lions News (Viv Adamson)
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Nearly New 
Shop offers free 
s o u p  o n 
W e d n e s d a y 
evenings The 
community of St 
Andrews Peace 

Memorial Church is concerned that many people are struggling to feed 
families with the rising cost of living. They have started serving free home
-made soup at the Nearly New shop on Rata Street every Wednesday 
evening from 5.30 to 6.30pm. Eat in or take-away. All are welcome.

  50 Year Old Photos Reproduced in Charcoal, Te Upoko o Te Whenua Marae, 
Tarata (Maria Peri)

LIGHTHOUSE CREATIONS
Brenda-Lee Scarle

PERSONALISED HANDCRAFT DESIGNER
027 321 2865

www.lighthousecreations.co.nz
greetings@lighthousecreations.co.nz
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Free Soup Wednesday  

This Marae sits above the Waitara river in Tarata, Ng ti Maru country. I went there often with my parents to play 
with my cousins while they had meetings and cups of tea. In 2021 while living in Perth, the Marae committee was 

Marae. Now back in NZ and busy with life, they are finally finished. 
The Marae, meanwhile, has undergone major renovations and today the transformation from the old to the new is 
remarkable. My artwork, now a reminder of where we have been, how much we have accomplished, and what we 
strive for. For Sale by Tender, net proceeds will go to the Marae.
The artwork will be at the Inglewood Book Centre 27 August to 9 September, and online at www.mariaperi.nz. 
Enquiries to art@mariaperi.nz

Rotary House - 13 Moa Street
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Function bookings:

Main Hall, Supper room and Kitchen $120 (full day/evening) 
plus $100 Bond (bond refundable)

Supper room and kitchen $60 (½ day or evening)

Main Hall and kitchen $70 (½ day or evening)

Main hall $50 (½ day or evening)

Supper room $40 (½ day or evening)

Meetings bookings:

Supper room $10 per hour

Tables and Chairs available for hire by negotiation

All bookings must be made at the 
Inglewood Book Centre and Lotto Shop



are Youth Kaitiakitanga ambassadors for the East Taranaki Environment Collective. The Year 6, 7 and 8 children 

and that pest control work is critical to the survival of many native species including kiwi, k kako, and long-tailed 
bat. A total of four workshops are being held. The first has been at Everett Park and has focussed on pest control, 
with the pupils shown what pest animals exist in New Zealand, how traps work, how they are baited, and how trap 

second workshop, which has been all about pest monitoring how methods and equipment such as chew cards, 
tracking tunnels, trail cameras, and wax tags are all 
used to help ensure pest numbers are being 
reduced and kept low enough to aid the survival of 
native species. Further workshops will educate the 

how ETEC staff conduct special surveys to keep an 
eye on population numbers. ETEC general manager 
Rebecca Somerfield says the Youth Kaitiakitanga 
programme is essential to future success of the 

the future of the natural environment in Taranaki 

as background, it is essential that our tamariki are 
made aware not only of the importance of 

(Kat Strang)
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Above: Youngsters at ETEC headquarters 

Inglewood's Got Talent
In Tune With Inglewood 

(Pauline Julian)
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Handyman Available
Fencing - Decking - Guttering

Cleaning/Repairs - New Guttering
Small Plumbing Jobs - Pruning of Trees

Small Concrete Jobs - House Repairs Carports
Merv 027 481 1882 or 7566335

Coming Events
Please advise of your event
7567030 moamail@funho.com

Inglewood Heritage Exhibition
History of the Inglewood Brass 
Band and Band Rotunda
Mon - Fri 10.00am - 4.00pm
Sat/Sun and Public Holidays 
10.00am - 2.00pm

Family History Group
Monday and Friday Inglewood 
Library except first Friday of the 
month  9.30am 12.00pm

Free Hot Soup and Buns 
Available Wednesdays
5.30 6.30pm Starting 9 Aug
St Andrews Nearly New Shop 
39 Rata Street, Inglewood

In Tune With Inglewood
Thursday  24 August
Mamaku Centre 1.30 - 3.30pm
Gold Coin Donation

Daffodil Day Annual Street 
Appeal Friday 25 August
Outside Fun Ho! Toys

Inglewood First Trust IA5
Wednesday 30 August
Taranaki Rural Trust Support
Cue Theatre - 5.15 - 7.00pm

At St Andrews Hall
Friday 25 Aug 1.30 to 3.30pm 
Bring along your knitting, 
crochet, cross stitch etc 

Mt Egmont 4WD
Saturday 14 Oct 9.00am Start 
300 Lower Durham Road

Glitz and Glamour 20th Year 
Celebration Ball Sat 25 Nov 
Inglewood Town Hall
Info phone 021 047 2403

WANTED
Any colostrum or calf milk
phone or txt Peter Ritchie 

0272939666 or 067568367

Age Concern Taranakl hosts a fun and fabulous music 
and singalong at The Mamaku 
Centre. Providing afternoon tea 

and other interesting shared 
information and health education 
as and when requested. A big 
thanks to all who attend and those 
who freely give their time to assist 
on the day. 
Future dates are: Thursday 24 
August, Thursday 14 and 28 
September. 1.30-3.30pm. Gold 
coin donation. All Welcome. 
Please contact Pauline for further 
information. Phone 06 759 9196

Builder 
Available

Decks
Fences etc
Design and 

build
Services

Experienced

027 248 9193
or txt Calvin

My name is John Edwards
An elderly man living in Inglewood, and I seek 

the assistance of a young woman to help me in 
the management of my household and garden. 

Payment will be a matter for agreement. 

Phone 022 031 7748

Above: Steve a local 
guitarist who brings a 
great deal of talent to 

the afternoons
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Pedestrians passing the Fun Ho! Toy 
Museum over recent days may have been 
surprised to see the Band Rotunda inside the 

Heritage Centre such is the 
excellent replica of the Band 
Rotunda. Archivist Gay 
Laurence and husband Kevin 
who built the Band Rotunda 
have researched the history 
of the Band Rotunda and the 
various bands in Inglewood. 
Did you know that the 
Inglewood Pipe Band in 
1906, to raise publicity and 
funds, climbed to the summit 
of Mt Taranaki in their kilts!! 
There is a photographic 
proof of this event in the Heritage Centre.  The Band Rotunda was to be built for the 
coronation of King Edward V11 on 9 August 1902 but this did not happen and then for 
the coronation of King George V on 22 June 1911 but was not completed until 1912. 
Come along and have a look at another display of local history. A booklet about the 
Inglewood Band Rotunda and Inglewood (Municipal) Brass Band can be purchased. 
Remember if you are having a clean out the Heritage Centre are always keen to receive 
items of interest relating to Inglewood history. Photos can be copied and returned to 
owners - quite often it is the background in a photo that is of great interest to Gay.

History of Band Rotunda and Inglewood Bands

Above: Inglewood Band 
uniform on loan from Cue 

Theatre

Above: Replica of Band Rotunda built by Kevin 
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